
The Book of Revelation 
 
Theme: Jesus Christ is victorious over all his enemies (namely, death, the devil, and the devil’s helpers), 
which gives Jesus Christ’s followers ultimate comfort and peace in an uncomfortable and war-filled 
world.  
 
Context: By a double self-identification, the reader is notified of two things. First, the reader sees that 
Jesus is the author of the book of Revelation. In fact, the first words of the book read “The revelation of 
Jesus Christ.” Likewise, the second identification reveals John to be the one doing the actual recording 
of Jesus’ revelation (Rev. 1:1). Due to thematic similarities and church history, it is held that this is John 
the apostle whom Jesus loved, one of his inner three (along with Peter and James). So, banished, late in 
the first century AD (likely mid-90s), and meant for an audience struggling with a multitude of 
temptation and sin (Rev. 1-3), the book of Revelation is meant to be a victory chant. Victory in and 
through Jesus Christ is seen over and over as one reads through this book. Seen is used purposefully. 
The book of Revelation’s genre is apocalypse, which when put in its simplest form might be compared 
to a comic book’s representation of things. When the Church opens up to the book of Revelation, it’s as 
if she sees a popup picture story of the victory of Jesus over his (and our) enemies. The words are 
images, and the images represent the victorious, comforting, and strengthening truth of Jesus Christ’s 
power and dominion displayed ultimately in victory over death, the devil, and the devil’s helpers. 
 
Connection: The book of Revelation is intimately connected to the rest of Scripture in that it draws the 
majority of its images and parallels from the other books of the Bible. These images and parallels are 
drawn from Genesis’ rainbow covenant with Noah, to the number of tribes and apostles (12), to the 
tribes of Israel battling for the promised land in the book of Joshua, to King David revealing King Jesus 
in the books of Samuel and Kings, to the prophetic images like that in Ezekiel 1, to the sanctuary and 
sacrificial images of Deuteronomy and Leviticus, to Isaiah’s suffering servant, to Daniel’s vision of the 
coming of the Son of Man on the clouds, to Jesus’ institution of the Lord’s Supper, and on and on 
through the entirety of Scripture. It is difficult to exhaust Revelation’s connections! Along with these 
images and parallels, there is a clear and definite exclamation point placed on God’s revealed will for his 
people. In Genesis, the tree of life is off limits because of man’s sin, guarded by an angel. In Revelation, 
the trees of life line the river of life. “Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the 
right to the tree of life” (Rev. 22:14). All things are made right by the power of Jesus Christ. This is the 
culmination of God’s Word to His people. 
 
Solid Rock Verses: The solid rock verses can be found on the back of this handout. Let the reader take 
note of three things.  

1. First, due to the genre of the book of Revelation (apocalypse), the books solid rock verses are not 
conveniently placed to “cherry pick.” The ones selected were done so in order to help the reader 
understand the seven “repeats.” 

2. This is the second thing. After a close reading, it becomes clear that the book of Revelation 
repeats itself seven times. Each repeat starts with Jesus’ work on earth for the salvation of His 
people (the first coming of Jesus). Likewise, each one ends with the story of God’s plan moving 
forward until the culmination (the second coming of Jesus). 

3. Because of this, the solid rock verses are done two ways. First, you will see the usual layout of 
chapter and verse. Second, there are also section breaks with a simple summary title. This is 
done so the reader of Revelation might begin to see the different nuances of these “repeats.” 



Solid Rock Verses: 
• Rev. 1:3—Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy… 
• Section 1 (Rev. 1-3): The seven churches 

o Rev. 1:12-13—and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man… 
• Section 2 (Rev. 4-7): The seven seals  

o Rev. 5:4—Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah… 
o Rev. 7:9—a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation… 

• Section 3 (Rev. 8-11): The seven trumpets 
o Rev. 9:20—The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent… 
o Rev. 11:15—The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord… 

• Section 4 (Rev. 12-14): Christ and his Church persecuted by the dragon and his helpers 
o Rev. 12:17—Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make war 

on the rest of her offspring… 
o Rev. 14:13—Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on… 

• Section 5 (Rev. 15, 16): The seven bowls 
o Rev. 16:9—They did not repent and give [God] glory… 
o Rev. 16:17—The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came 

out of the temple, from the throne, saying, “It is done!” 
• Section 6 (Rev. 17-19): The harlot Babylon’s, the beast’s, and the false prophet’s fall 

o Rev. 18:2—Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! 
o Rev. 19:9—Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb… 
o Rev. 19:20—And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet…these two were 

thrown alive into the lake of fire… 
• Section 7 (Rev. 20-22): Satan and death defeated, and a description of heaven and God’s people 

o Rev. 20:6—Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! 
o Rev. 20:10—and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire… 
o Rev. 20:14—Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire… 
o Rev. 21:4—He will wipe every tear from their eyes… 
o Rev. 21:9—Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb… 
o Rev. 22:7—Behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the 

prophecy of this book… 
o Rev. 22:14—so that they might have the right to the tree of life… 
o Rev. 22:20—Come, Lord Jesus! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Let the reader note that due to the nature of this book of the Bible, the differing opinions of faithful 
believers regarding it, and Revelation’s unique structure, it would benefit the reader to listen to the 
recorded teaching that accompanied this document. It can be found at www.centennialarp.org under the 
listen tab (the Wednesday night section). 

http://www.centennialarp.org/

