
The Book of Genesis 

(The Theme is a one sentence description hitting the big picture of the book being studied) 

Theme: God created everything very good, a very bad decision was made by Adam, and so God begins to 
reveal to His people a rescue plan (salvation through Jesus Christ). 

 

(The Context is a paragraph section providing the who?, what?, when?, and where? Of the book) 

Context:  The book of Genesis, which in Greek means origins, is also titled “In the beginning” in the 
original Hebrew.  Both names fit very well, for this is God’s people’s origin story.  In all biblical and 
historical likelihood, the book of Genesis was written by Moses. Because of this, its composition can be 
placed sometime in the second millennium B.C. (around the 1500s).  The initial audience would have 
been God’s people in the wilderness after the exodus from Egypt, but in God’s good providence it has 
remained the “in the beginning” text for all His people through history.  The setting of Genesis ranges 
from the Garden of Eden (exact location unknown) all through the Ancient Near East (nations like Egypt, 
Assyria, Babylonia, and Elam).  God enters into the lives of the first people, Adam and Eve, the flood 
survivor, Noah, and the family made a nation, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Regardless of interpretation, 
Genesis takes the reader to the beginning of it all - material creation, sin, and redemption. 

 

(The Connection section provides brief commentary on the book’s interrelation to the rest of Scripture) 

Connection:  The book of Genesis is a beginning.  It is a beginning in three ways.  First, God creates the 
heavens and the earth.  This is the beginning of material creation.  This is very good.  Second, God’s 
ultimate creation – humanity – rebels against God and falls into corruption.  This is the beginning of the 
fall of humanity.  Third, the story of God’s plan of redemption begins to play itself out.  This is the 
beginning of the God News of Jesus Christ.  All the rest of Scripture will operate with the assumption of 
God’s creation, humanity’s fall, and God’s subsequent mercy.  In other words, all the rest of Scripture 
operates with either an implicit or explicit reference to Genesis.  It is the beginning of God’s revelation to 
us. 

 

(The Solid Rock Verses section serves two purposes. First, though all Scripture is profitable in revealing 
Jesus, there are certain parts that are particularly so.  At times, certain Bible verses will show forth 
aspects of God’s plan of salvation in plain and powerful fashion.  Jesus Christ, the Solid Rock, can be 
seen.  We can find these in every book of the Bible.  Second, these verses typically carry vast import for 
the book itself.  Like a rock hitting water, the ripples of these verses will be felt throughout the book tey 
are found in.  Use them to orient yourself as you study) 

Solid Rock Verses 

• Genesis 1:1; Col 1:16 – In the beginning, God created… For by him all things were created… 
• Genesis 3:15 – He shall bruise your head… 
• Genesis 9:13 – I have set my bow in the cloud… 
• Genesis 12:2 – And I will make of you a great nation… 
• Genesis 15:5 – Look toward the heaven, and number the stars… 
• Genesis 17:7 – I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring… 
• Genesis 22:14 – The LORD will provide… 
• Genesis 35:10 – No longer shall your name be called Jacob, but Israel… 
• Genesis 49:10 – The scepter shall not depart from Judah… 
• Genesis 50:20 – But God meant it for good… 


