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“The Insanely Prolific Pinecone Producing Loblolly Pines in Columbia” 

 

How many pinecones do you think a Loblolly Pine produces in one year? 
Y’all know those pine trees, right? They are the super tall ones you see eve-
rywhere in Columbia. It has got to be a ton (perhaps literally). I say this 
from experience, because there are quite a few of these pines scattered 
throughout my yard with the accompanying pinecones littered everywhere 
the eye can see. Even on a regular day, if you were to sit still on my patio for 
just a few moments, you would jump out of your skin when a pinecone fell 
from 80+ feet up only to exhibit magnet-like qualities as it tracks our tin 
roof awning over the back door with seeker missile accuracy. Now add any 
form of wind and rain. My yard becomes a pinecone stockyard! 
  

So I rake them up… 
 Only to wake up the next day to see thousands more. (Okay, that’s an 
exaggeration.) 
 And so I rake them again… 
 
 When we moved into the house that we live in now, I noticed an old 
man in our neighborhood who was constantly out picking up pinecones from 
his yard. Every time I passed this man’s house—no matter what time—it 
seems as if he is out with his white, plastic, kitchen trashcan in one hand 
picking up pinecones (even to this day!). The more I think about him, the 
more I wonder, how long has he been doing that? Did he start when he was 
young? Is this my destiny?  
 But there is a lesson to be seen within the insanely prolific pinecone-
producing Loblolly Pines of Columbia, South Carolina. Pinecones fall. It is a 
simple fact of life that pinecones fall. Complaining does not prevent the 
pinecones from falling. Yelling at the trees does not prevent the pinecones 
from falling. The only preventative measure to take is to cut the trees down, 
which I do not want to do (though I have seen some of my neighbors do so 
with particular maniacal glee in their eyes). On the other hand, I could simp-
ly rake the pinecones up. The only time this gets out of hand is if I do not 
mirror the old man down the road—who does it routinely. If I neglect the 
duties and fall out of routine, my mind wanders to complaint at the difficulty 
of the task. 
 Trees, pinecones, and awkwardly setup extended metaphors aside, 
routines are real. At the base level of our Christian lives, there is a flow of 
routine. God calls us to worship together on the first day of the week for our 
benefit. God calls us to himself daily through consumption of his Word and 
conversation with him (prayer). God calls us to connect with his people—
our people (fellowship of the saints). The only time this feels overwhelming 
is when we fall out of the routine. Strive towards positive routines, and may 
God bless y’all’s endeavors. Midweek blessing to each of you from a man 
who will most certainly pick up no less than twenty pinecones this after-
noon, 
 Jeremiah 
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Post Scripts 

 Announcements  

 

Intercessory Prayer List 
 
 

Shut-Ins 
Our military troops 
National  & State leaders  
World Witness staff & missionaries   
Ricky Harrison                                  
Steve & Allison Harrison                                     Continued strength             
Joey & Fay Robertson   
Sam Garrick                                               Health issues 
Tom Bostick (Betsy Grant’s brother)                              Prostate Cancer 
Laura Latimer (C. Finethy’s mom)             
Joyce McCarty Brown (S. McCarty’s sister)                      Health issues 
Mike Evans (Arsenal Hill)                Health issues 
Christine Setzer                 Health issues 
Mitzie Renwick (A Whitfield’s best friend)          Treatments for cancer 
Frank Wallace                 Health issues 
Carolyn Campbell                                                                Health issues  
Mark & Janice Shealy (friends of Dixie Amick)                 Health issues 
Marty Ludwick (Jeannie Thomas’ aunt)               Health issues 
Mary Lou Derrick (Sara Mill’s sister)               Health issues 
Jean Blaylock                 Health issues 
Charlie Sanders                 Health issues 
Paul Sanders      Recov. from surgery 
Beverly & Thomas Trammell                Health issues 
    (Laura Jane Smith’s parents) 

 

Fall Festival and Trunk R Treat 
 

While the calendar says it’s officially fall, 
the weather here in SC begs to differ!  
Nevertheless, we are making plans for our 
annual Fall Festival on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 24th!  Come enjoy a hamburger  
and hotdog supper followed by fun on the 
grounds with games and in the parking lot 

with Trunk R Treat.  If you can provide a ‘trunk’, 
please let Melissa know so we can mark a space for 
you!  You can get as fancy as you want or as simple as 
you want...it’s up to you!  A prize will be awarded for 
the best trunk!  We hope to see everyone there! 

 
 
 

Children’s Church is BACK!  Children’s Church is for 
ages 5K through 2nd grade.  We encourage older chil-
dren to grab your sermon notes and a bag of crayons 
and pencils and listen for clues from Rev. Jeremiah as 
to what to listen for during the sermon.  Sermon notes 
and crayon bags are located in the vestibule. 
 

 

Teacher Appreciation  
Breakfast 

 

All teachers (Sunday School, Wednes-
day nights, Bible studies, Children’s 
Church, and Circles), mark your calen-
dars for this Saturday, September 29th 

at 9:00 AM!  Breakfast is on us as we celebrate YOU 
and all you do for the congregation of Centennial!  
Some of you wear more than one ‘teacher hat’ and we 
are so very thankful for your commitment not only to 
your church family, but for your dedication to furthering 
the Lord’s kingdom.  Centennial is truly blessed with 
some of the best teachers out there and we thank the 
Lord for all of you.  Come on and celebrate with us on 
the 29th.  Jeremiah will have a few words of encourage-
ment that you will want to hear.  Check your email for 
your evite and please RSVP! 

 
 
 

Baby Shower 
 

The ladies of Centennial are cordially 
invited to a baby shower for Ali McCarty 
on Sunday afternoon, October 7th at 3:00 
PM in the Fellowship Hall.  Perry and Ali 
are having a boy and are registered at 
Amazon and Target. 

 
 
 

 
 

Ladies Bible Study  
 

 

On September 21, 2008 32 women met in the Fellow-
ship Hall for the first Ladies Bible Study.  Over the 
course of the last 10 years the group has been large and 
small, included members and non-members of our 
church, women from different denominations, and wom-
en of different backgrounds, education and race.  We 
have encouraged one another, prayed for one another 
and come along side each other in the hard times.  We 
have suffered losses and celebrated joys.  More than 
anything we have become women of God’s Word.  
Through our studies we are learning to become more 
like Him in our everyday lives and to know what we 
believe and why we believe it.  This group has become a 
lifeline for many women that have come through the 
doors of Centennial ARP Church and we would love to 
have you join us.  If you’ve ever thought about trying 
the ladies Bible study group now is the time!  This past 
Sunday we began  a new 7 week study,  Job, A Story of 
Unlikely Joy.  It’s not to late to join us.  The ladies 
meet from 4:00 - 6:00 PM in the fellowship hall.  Feel 
free to invite family and friends.  Please contact Julie 
Felker if you are interested in attending either by email, 
jfelker@fnf.com or cell phone 803-429-8578. 
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Post Scripts 

Centennial Music Ministries 
 

September Psalm Sing 
 

The Session and members of Hopewell Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian Church invite you to a 
September Psalm Sing this Sunday September 
30, 2018, beginning at 5:00 PM.  Following the 
singing we will enjoy a time of fellowship with 
refreshments.  Come gather at Hopewell with 
those who chose to continue the tradition of the 
singing the Psalms. 

 
 

Adult Choir Notes 
 

The adult choir has begun its fall season 
with lots of new music.  We would love for you 
to be part of this, as we not only prepare this mu-
sic for morning worship, but also look ahead to 
Advent and Christmas.  Now is the perfect time 
to join the choir.  No audition is necessary.  No 
professional training is required.  All it takes is a 
desire to worship our great God through music, 
and a commitment to rehearse on a regular basis.  
Rehearsal begins promptly at 7:00 PM each 
Wednesday following Bible study.  We look for-

ward to seeing you.   
 

 
Children’s & Youth Choir Notes 

 

Miss Lynn is so excited to be back with our 
young and talented singers!  We have pieces in 
each choir that will soon be ready!  Parents, 
would you give Lynn your dates for being out-of-
town for the next couple of months so that she 
can schedule some of these songs?  We are also 
getting parts together four our Christmas Musi-
cal.  Our presentation this year will be on 
Wednesday, December 12th.  Please save the 
date! 

CARPY Ministry 
 

CARPY Sunday Night meets weekly every Sunday! 
Be in prayer for this ministry as we have begun a 
new format for our youth program.  If you’d like to 
be involved then please contact Ryan at 
ryan@centennialarp.org.  If you’d like to just show 
up and see what is happening, then you are more 
than welcome!  Program starts at 5:15 and ends at 
7:30 PM every Sunday night! 
 
If you want to keep updated on the current going-
ons of CARPY then subscribe to our E-Mail News-
letter called The Chronicles of CARPY.  You can 
sign up for the newsletter on our website at 
www.centennialarp.org/youth-ministry. 
 
 

 

Operation Christmas  
Child Boxes 

 

Has your family had a chance to 
contribute to our OCC boxes?  If 
not, there is still time!  In October 
we will be collecting any items that 
you didn’t have a chance to add dur-

ing their designated months.  We started on friend-
ship bracelets this past Wednesday, but we have a 
ways to go!  If you would like one to take home and 
finish, let Melissa know and we will have one of our 
seasoned crafters show you how it’s done!  Stay 
tuned for the pack a box date.  We will also have a 
few boxes available if you would rather pack the 
traditional way.  
 
Here are some things that we cannot pack:  candy, 
toothpaste, gum, used items, war-related items (guns, 
knives, soldiers), chocolate or food, seeds, fruit roll-
ups or fruit snacks, drink mixes, liquids or lotions, 
medications or vitamins, breakable items, anything 
glass, aerosol cans.  If you would like a complete list 
of items that we can and cannot pack, please visit 
www.samaritanspurse.com for more information. 
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Sunday, September 30, 2018     
  9:30 AM - Family Gathering Time   
10:00 AM - Sunday School 
10:45 AM - Session meets for prayer 
11:00 AM - Morning Worship Service 
  5:00 PM - Psalm Sing - Hopewell ARPC 
  5:15 PM - CARPY Sunday Night 
      
Tuesday, October 2 
  7:00 AM - Men’s Bible Study 
       
Wednesday, October 3 
  5:15 PM - Supper 
  6:00 PM - Bible Study  
                   Programs 
  7:00 PM - Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
 

Saturday,  October 6 
  9:30 AM - Soup Kitchen 
   
 
 
 
   
 

Duties and  
Responsibilities 
September 30, 2018 

 

Deacons On Duty: *Kara Stevens, 
Henry Jarman, Jimmy Stevens 
Guest Register: Calvin & Jane Nesbit 
Nursery During Worship: Bed Ba-
bies: Becky Stevens, Mattie Felker ; 
Toddlers: Carol & Patr ick Finethy; 
Sunday School: Rebecca Nesbit, Lara 
Anderson 
Children’s Church: Rebekah Thomas, 
Emma Whitfield 
Outside Greeter:  Luther  Wilson 
Elders on Duty: Door 1 - Buck Amick, 
Door 2 - Guy Castles, III 
Worship Leader - Rick Bradley 
Soup Kitchen: September 29 Tom 
Clary, Shirley Garrick, Judi Van Patten, 
Susan McCants & girls  October 6  Kara 
Stevens, Jane Nesbit, Susan Braswell, 
Carol Setzer, Delaine & Rick Bradley 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Intercessory Prayer 
 

 September 30 
 

 Ryan & Elisa Vincent 
Susan Wise 

Rod, Jennifer & Jamie Wolff 
Lynn Grimsley (Director of  

Children’s Choirs) 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events & Opportunities 


