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“Own The Process”                                     I Corinthians 14:40             

 
It’s budget and nomination season at Centennial, and I thought I would take this 
opportunity to review some of the ins and outs of these two things. Our denomi-
nation’s Constitution speaks to the congregation’s role in the budget and nomi-
nation processes. In our Form of Government, you can find these responsibili-
ties for congregations listed, “Election of elders, deacons (the number deter-
mined by the congregation), and the congregational officers,” and “Adoption of 
the congregational budget as prepared by the Diaconate and approved and rec-
ommended by the Session” (ARP Form of Government, 3.24.B, D). I would like 
to draw y’all’s attention to two words: election and adoption. 
 First, the word election regarding how elders and deacons come into 
their offices. If someone is unfamiliar with the process of how our officers 
come to be ordained into ministry, it can seem very convoluted. First, there is a 
special Nominations Committee formed. Second, the names of individuals the 
committee feels are qualified and called to service are brought to the Session. 
Third, the Session either approves or rejects the nominations. If the slate of can-
didates to be nominated is not approved, it can either be sent back to the Nomi-
nations Committee or taken up by the Session. Once a list of those nominated 
are approved, it can then be taken to the congregation. But literally nothing but 
a nod of approval has happened at this point. Only with the congregation’s elec-
tion of these candidates are the nominated individuals formally called to ser-
vice. 
 Second, the word adoption in reference to the budget also carries similar 
weight. If you happened to notice the language, the Diaconate prepares a budg-
et, the Session approves and recommends the budget, but only the congregation 
can adopt the budget. In other words, the power rests in the people’s hands. The 
deacons and elders seek only to serve in bringing forward a worthy budget that 
the congregation will find satisfying. Again, it is the congregation alone that can 
enact the church’s budget. 
 There is powerful doctrine being revealed in these two things. God has 
called His people to a personal ownership of His work on earth, and that is seen 
in the real and tangible responsibilities of church membership. Oftentimes in 
churches, two of the primary responsibilities spoken of is tithing and service. 
That is to say, monetary gifts and being a part of different ministries (like sing-
ing, nursery care, teaching, and so on). These two things are very important, but 
what the leadership sometimes forgets to convey is the ownership of the mem-
bers. This is what our denomination believes about the congregation: “The pur-
pose of a congregation is to glorify God by conducting public corporate wor-
ship, bringing the lost to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, building them up 
in the Christian faith, and preparing them for Christian service” (FOG, 3.2). The 
nuts and bolts of this is the tithing and service, but these things come about as 
we as a family at Centennial begin to own it. Casting a thought-out vote on the 
election of elders and deacons as well as the budget is a part of that ownership. 
This is why we as a church have the informational Wednesday night discussion 
of the budget before the Sunday meeting. It’s also why the slate of those nomi-
nated is published beforehand. It gives each member opportunity to reach out to 
those individuals if they want more information. 
 Simply put, God has given us ownership in the work here at Centennial. 
I praise God that we can move forward together as a family. And I praise God 
that I get to serve each of you. My only request is that you own it. Get more in-
formation if you need it. Reach out to me or any of the other elders. And above 
all else, seek God’s glory. Blessings to you each of you. 

         Jeremiah 
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Post Scripts 

 Announcements  

 

Intercessory Prayer List 
 
 
 
 

Shut-Ins 
Our military troops 
National  & State leaders  
World Witness staff & missionaries   
Ricky Harrison                                  
Steve & Allison Harrison                                   Continued strength             
Joey & Fay Robertson   
Sam Garrick                                            Health issues  
Family of Mary Wilson   Sympathy in her recent death                                                          
Jeannie Thomas 
Rae Thomas’ mother & stepfather             Health Issues 
Jimmy Simpson                       Continued recovery from complications      
Carolyn Wilson (Mary Wilson’s daughter)              Continued strength 
John McKeown                              Health Issues 
Judy Doudoukjian                              Health issues 
Tom Bostick (Betsy Grant’s brother)                            Prostate Cancer 
Augusta Dixon (aunt of Guy Castles, III)                                    Cancer  
Rick Bradley                 Doing well after hip replacement surgery 
Ryan Vincent & family    Sympathy in death of  his grandmother 
Judy Garren (B. Amick’s sister-in-law)                             Health issues 

 

 

ARP Magazine 
 

It is time to renew your ARP Magazine.  The cost is $20.00 
for a one year subscription.    If you would like to renew 
your subscription or subscribe  to The ARP Magazine, please 
give your check or cash in the amount of $20.00  to Sally 
Williamson or place it in the offering plate by this Sunday, 
November 5th.  Checks should be made payable to Cen-
tennial ARP Church and marked for “ARP Magazine”.  
 
 
  

Nursery Update 
 

A revised nursery schedule will go out this week.   Please 
contact Melissa Davis at melissa@centennialarp.org if you 
have any questions.  Thank you SO much to all the new vol-
unteers that will be joining us as well as some faithful serv-
ants who have returned to the roster.  We guarantee blessings 
large and small when you spend time with our youngest 
‘members’ here at Centennial in the nursery! 
 
 

Baby Shower 
 

The ladies of Centennial are cordially invited to a baby 
shower for Rebekah Thomas on Sunday, November 19th at 
3:00 PM in the church parlor.  Jeremiah and Rebekah are 
having a baby boy. 
 
 
 

Please Note:  If you would like to have  a  New King James 
Bible that was previously in the sanctuary they are located in 
the hallway outside the parlor.  Some  of these Bibles were 
placed in the sanctuary in memory or in honor of a loved one 
and we would like for you to have them if you would like. 

Expression of Sympathy 
 

The Pastor, Church Staff and Church Family express 
their Christian sympathy to the family of Mrs. Mary 
Wilson. 
 

The Pastor, Church Staff and Church Family express 
their Christian sympathy to Ryan Vincent and family in 
the recent death of his grandmother, Mrs. Alene Vin-
cent. 

 
 

Fall Festival Update 
 

A HUGE thank you to all who made Fall Festival a big 
success this year!  We had lots of people provide a 
‘trunk’ for Trunk ‘R Treat and lots of trick or treaters 
got LOTS of treats.  Best Trunk went to Pam and Bailey 
Black for their Wizard of Oz “Follow the Yellow Brick 
Road” trunk, complete with Toto!  The kids loved it.  As 
always, our faithful kitchen crew made sure we were fed 
well with a fantastic hot dog supper.  Thanks to CARPY 
who manned a few games on the lawn and a special 
thanks to the Wylies for providing yummy s’mores 
(enjoyed more by the grown-ups than the children) by 
the fire pit.  We even enjoyed a little banjo playing by 
our preacher.  A grand time was had by all! 
 
 
 

 K5 through 5th Graders: 
Want to go see a movie? 

 

Plans are being made to find a date to go see “The Star 
Movie” one Sunday afternoon after church in the very 
near future!  Your Sunday School and Wednesday Night 
teachers are already on board to host a fun afternoon to 
get-together that will include lunch and a movie!  Who 
wants to go!?  Parents, we will be sending out some 
dates for you to ‘vote’ on in the next couple of weeks, 
so watch your emails.  Come see the story of the first 
Christmas through a whole new set of eyes! 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 
 

Make plans to join us on Wednesday, November 22nd at 
7:00 PM for our Thanksgiving Eve Communion Ser-
vice.  If you have family in town for Thanksgiving, 
please invite them to join us as well.   
 
 

Handbell Update 
 

Some of the bell players met last Sunday, and we decid-
ed to try a Thursday, 6:00 PM rehearsal time.  If you are 
interested in playing bells, please feel free to join us. We 
begin this Thursday, November 2. 
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 Memorials 

Post Scripts 

          

 

 

 

If you would like to place a poinsettia in the sanctuary during the Christmas season in memory or 
in honor of a loved one please complete the information below and make a check payable to Cen-
tennial ARP Church and designate “poinsettia”.  The cost per plant this year is  $14.00.  The dead-
line to order is Sunday, November 19th. 
 
 

 
In Memory Of               
 
 

              
 
 
In Honor Of             
 
    
              
 
 
Given By             
 
 
No. of Plants          Amount      Check #     
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Sunday, November 5, 2017   
  9:30 AM - Family Gathering Time 
10:00 AM - Sunday School 
10:45 AM - Session meets for prayer 
11:00 AM - Morning Worship Service 
    4:00 PM - Ladies Bible Study 
Youth return from retreat 
Tuesday, November 7 
 7:00 AM - Men’s Bible Study 
Wednesday,  November 8 
 5:15 PM - Supper 
 6:00 PM - Bible Study, Programs 
 7:00 PM - Sanctuary Choir 
Saturday,  November 11 
  9:30 AM - Soup Kitchen 
 
 
 
Once again we are participating in Op-
eration Christmas Child.  If you would 
like  to participate boxes with infor-
mation are located in the hall outside the 
parlor. 
 

Duties and  
Responsibilities 
November 5, 2017 

 
 

Deacons Duty: *Henry Jarman, Kara 
Stevens, Stephen Roddey 
Guest Register:  Mike & Meg Duncan  
Nursery Helpers: Bed Babies: Betsy 
Grant, Emma Whitfield,  Toddlers: 
Melissa Davis, Margaret Roddey; Sun-
day School: Babies: Delaine Bradley, 
Janet Kelly 
Children's Church: Jeannie Moody, 
Hannah Kennedy 
Outside Greeter: Mike Duncan 
Elders on Duty: Door 1 - Larry Stokes, 
Door 2 - Bill Posey; Worship Leader - 
Guy Castles, III 
Soup Kitchen:  November 11 Forest 
Lake Presbyterian (Team 2)   
November 18 Tom Clary, Shir ley 
Garrick, Judi Van Patten, Susan 
McCants & girls 

 
 

Intercessory Prayer 
 

November 5 
 

David & Kara Stevens 
Jim & Becky Stevens 

Will, Langhorne & William Stevens 
Middle School SS Class 

 
 

 
 

 

Remember to turn 
your clocks back 
one hour this Satur-
day night, Novem-
ber 4th when you go 
to bed. 

Upcoming Events & Opportunities 


