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“A Root Passage”                   Colossians 3:17 

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him” (Colossians 
3:17). This is one of my favorite passages in Scripture. We find it nestled 
within a chapter describing holy living. Having laid out Jesus Christ’s power 
(He’s God!), necessity (the Gospel!), and victory (He defeated death!) in the 
previous two chapters, Paul transitions the reader to some logical conclu-
sions. In chapter three we see Paul begin with these words, “If then you have 
been raised with Christ” (3:1a). With belief in Jesus as the foundation, he 
goes on to encourage believers to do away with sin (5-10), to seek unity with 
others in love (11, 14-15), and to strengthen holy living (12-13, 16). It’s in 
this context that we come to v. 17 of the passage. 

This verse is what I like to call a root passage of Scripture. As we 
study the Bible more and more, we begin to see the vast interconnectedness 
of God’s Word. Root passages reveal this interconnectedness in an even 
more obvious fashion because of their far-reaching and all-encompassing 
truths. If you’ve ever seen a picture of a tree’s root system, you know what I 
mean. Typically, the rule of thumb for a tree’s root system is that it reaches 
as far down as the tree is tall. Thus, these root passages of Scripture reach 
far (informing many other texts), hold other passages up (in a clearer light), 
and typically help Christians with big picture applications for their lives.  

Whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. When one begins to ponder on the inclusiveness of this state-
ment, it can be quite overwhelming. There is no figurative language here. 
Literally, whatever you are doing should be done in the name of Jesus. This 
principle is such a help in living the Christian life. It doesn’t mean TV, 
sports, and other hobbies are off limits. In fact, this root passage helps us do 
these things in a right way. It’s the litmus test to show us whether we’re do-
ing things rightly. Can you do “whatever you [are] do[ing]” in the name of 
the Lord Jesus? What a freeing concept! What a help! It’s like playing bas-
ketball on top of a ten-story building. Without any walls, if the ball is rolling 
towards the edge, I’m gonna’ let that thing go. With walls, if the ball is do-
ing the same thing, I can have no fear in playing all out and diving for the 
ball. When we begin to decipher whether we can do things in the name of 
Jesus, we can “go all out” as it were without any fear! Praise God! This con-
clusion to praise God is found within Colossians 3:17. 

Giving thanks to God the Father through him. As we live our lives as 
this verse implies (seeking to do all things in the name of Jesus), we can’t 
help but remember that it is God the Father who knew and loved us before 
we even existed on this planet! It is God the Father who has revealed to us 
the means of salvation in His son, Jesus Christ. And so we praise God! We 
praise Him on Sundays in worship, we praise Him by seeking His will 
through studying His Word, and we praise Him in holy living. We do these 
things not to save ourselves but because we have been saved. This is the 
Good News that we proclaim to others in word and deed!  

Remember this verse this summer. Hold it close to your heart. Mem-
orize it if possible. And in so doing, may we praise God on Sunday as well 
as Monday through Saturday. “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him” (Colossians 3:17). 

 
    Blessings to you all! 
    Jeremiah 
  Jeremiah 



2 

 

 

Post Scripts 

 Announcements  

 

Intercessory Prayer List 
 
 

Shut-Ins 
Our military troops 
National  & State leaders  
World Witness staff & missionaries   
Ricky Harrison                                  
Steve & Allison Harrison                                     Continued strength             
Joey & Fay Robertson   
Sam Garrick                                               Health issues 
Sue Bair & family                               Sympathy in death of  her brother 
Tom Bostick (Betsy Grant’s brother)                             Prostate Cancer 
Judy Garren (B. Amick’s sister-in-law)                              Health issues 
Jessica Cole (friend of the Moody family)               Hodgkin lymphoma 
Sam  McCarty & family                        Sympathy in death of his cousin                   
Laura Latimer (C. Finethy’s mom)            Rehab at NHC - Parklane Rd. 
Rae & Jeannie Thomas                               Health issues 
Carolyn Campbell                 Health issues 
Charles & Evelyn Faulk (Elisa Vincent’s grandparents)    Health issues 
Joyce McCarty Brown (S. McCarty’s sister)                         Pancreatitis 
Stacy Paul-Burns (Laura Nimmons’ friend)                        Health issues 
Mike Evans (Arsenal Hill)                Health issues 
Evelyn Geddings                 Health issues 
 

 

Baby Shower 
 

The ladies of Centennial are cordially invited to a baby 
shower for Rachel Davis on June 10, 2018 at 3:00 PM in the 
Fellowship Hall of Centennial.  Rachel is registered at Buy, 
Buy Baby and Target. 

 
 

 

Nursery Roster 
 

Our nursery roster will be continued beginning in June.  If 
you would like to be added to our list of volunteers, please 
contact Melissa Davis at melissa@centennialarp.org.  Our 
nursery is growing by leaps and bounds and we are always in 
need of an extra hand!  The more, the merrier! 
 
 
 

The Shadow of the Cross 
 

A young man who had been raised as an atheist was training 
to be an Olympic diver.  The only religious influence in his 
life came from his outspoken Christian friend.  The young 
diver never really paid much attention to his friend’s ser-
mons, but he heard them often.  One night the diver went to 
the indoor pool at the college he attended.  The lights were 
all off, but because the pool had big skylights and the moon 
was bright, there was plenty of light to practice.  The young 
man climbed up to the highest diving board and as he turned 
his back to the pool on the edge of the board and extended 
his arms out, he saw his shadow on the wall.  The shadow of 
his body in the shape of a cross.  Instead of diving, he knelt 
down and asked God to come into his life.  As the young 
man stood, a maintenance man walked in and turned the 
lights on.  The pool had been drained for repairs.     Copied 

 

Expression of Sympathy 
 

The Pastor, Church Staff and Church Family express 
their Christian sympathy to Mrs. Sue Bair and family in 
the recent death of her brother,  Mr. James “Jimmy” 
Simpson. 
 
The Pastor, Church Staff and Church Family express 
their Christian sympathy to Mr. Sam McCarty in the 
recent death of his cousin, Mr. Bill Culp. 

 
 

CARPY Family Meeting 
 

All parents and siblings of CARPY and CARPY are 
invited to attend the CARPY Family Meeting this Sun-
day, May 20th directly following worship in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  This includes those who are graduating 
from the 5th grade this year and are moving up to CAR-
PY in the Fall.  We will discuss family worship, prayer, 
scripture memorization, and some information on what 
the future holds for CARPY.  Bring your own lunch, 
drinks and desserts will be provided by the church. 
 
 
 

Family Gathering Time 
 

How’s your prayer life?  Do you feel like sometimes 
you are just praying the same things over and over 
again?  If you would like to try a new way of praying, 
join us for Family Gathering Time in May.  This month 
during FGT, we are focusing on praying God’s Word 
with an emphasis on praying the Psalms.  This past Sun-
day, Larry led us in praying Psalm 16.  God loves to 
hear us speak His Word back to Him, so if you would 
like to see what this is all about, make sure to put FGT 
on your Sunday morning schedule.  We would love to 
have you join us.  May’s watchword comes to us from 
Psalm 119:  Y our Word I have treasured in my heart, 
that I may not sin against you.  Psalm 119:11 (NASB).  
See you Sunday morning! 
 
 
 

Hospitality Committee 
 

During the next few weeks, we will be revising not only 
our Hospitality Committee list, but also how this most 
important committee works!  If you would like to be 
added to our list, please contact Melissa Davis at melis-
sa@centennialarp.org.  Many hands make light work! 
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 Honorariums 

Post Scripts 

Family Bible Conference 
 
Have you made your reservations for Family Bible 
Conference? 
Those attending will experience the uniqueness of this 
conference that provides rich biblical teaching, fun 
activities, and relaxation for the whole family in the 
beautiful mountains of North Carolina at an unbeatable 
low price! 
 
This year’s conference, from July 23-26, features a 
special set of speakers.  First, our main Bible teacher, 
leading us through the book of Romans, will be Dr. T. 
David Gordon of Grove City College.  On Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday evenings, three of Erskine 
Seminary’s faculty—Dr. R. J. Gore, Dr. Toney Parks, 
and Dr. Mike Milton will preach, unfolding for us the 
truth, grace, and beauty of Christian liberty.  During 
the day, various other members of Erskine seminary 
will teach seminars on topics related to Romans and to 
the doctrine of Christian liberty.  Dr. Rosaria Butter-
field will be back and leading a seminar as well. 
 
As always, we will have programs for children and 
youth, and childcare for the littlest ones.  With Dr. 
John Basie’s departure from Erskine College to return 
to the IMPACT 360 Institute with Chick-Fil-A, we 
regret that he will not be able to lead the previously 
announced “College Prep Track.”  But we are thankful 
that the Lord has provided Rev. Andrew Di lulio to 
teach our high school students.  Just remember chil-
dren and youth must pre-register by July 16, or earlier 
if capacity is reached, in order to participate in the pro-
grams.  Go to https://www.arpcem.org/fbc to find out 
more information. 

 
 

 
 

Bible Trivia 
 

1. What disciples did Jesus call after blessing them 
with an enormous catch of fish? 

 
2. How many loaves did Jesus use to feed the four 
      thousand? 
 
  (answers on the back) 
 
 

Summer Happenings at Centennial 
 

We have some exciting summer plans that your family 
will not want to miss this summer!  Please go ahead and 
save these dates on your calendars for summertime fel-
lowship with your church family. 
 

This year, we will have FOUR Thrilling Thursday activi-
ties open to children of all ages!  Make plan to join us on 
June 14, June 21, and August 2 and August 9 as we 
enjoy fun, food, and fellowship from 9:00 AM - 12:30 
PM.  We will have a trip to the zoo, water day, swim par-
ty and some other exciting things planned. We had a great 
turn-out last year for our zoo trip, so this year will bring 
us four opportunities to get together over the summer. 
 

We have four Wednesday nights set aside for more fami-
ly fun!  On June 13 we will be grilling out and playing 
some fun games!  On Jun 27, we will have our annual 
Women’s Ministries BBQ.  On July 18, it’s pizza, pop-
corn and a movie.  We will wrap up the summer activities 
with our annual Ice Cream Social (and sandwiches) on 
August 29th.  
 

The Music Conference concert will be held at Bonclarken 
on Friday, July 13th at 6:00 PM in the Youth Activity 
Building (YAB).  Centennial traditionally has representa-
tion in all choirs that will be performing.  We are encour-
aging all members  who are able to please try to attend 
the concert.  It is a treat like no other and we promise you 
will not be disappointed!  Start making plans to carpool 
with friends so that you can be a part of this wonderful 
music ministry that means so much to our children and 
adults. 
 
(Fall programming on Wednesday nights will resume on 
September 5th.) 
 
 

In Honor Of Given By Fund 

Miss Lynn Grimsley Mr. & Mrs. Carl Blaylock Centennial Foundation 

Mrs. Dot Perry Mr. Marshall Perry Operating Expenses 
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Sunday, May 20, 2018   
 8:45 AM - Deacons Meeting  
 9:30 AM - Family Gathering Time   
10:00 AM - Sunday School 
10:45 AM - Session meets for prayer 
11:00 AM - Morning Worship Service 
12:30 PM - CARPY Parents/Youth Mtg. 
  3:00 PM - R. Draffin Circle 
  4:00 PM - Ladies Bible Study 
 

Tuesday, May 22 
  7:00 AM - Men’s Bible Study 
  

Wednesday, May 23 
  No Supper or Programs 
 

Friday, May 25 
11:30 AM - Naomi Luncheon 
  

Saturday,  May 26 
  9:30 AM - Soup Kitchen 
   
 
 

Duties and  
Responsibilities 

May 20, 2018 
 

Deacons Duty: *Carol Finethy, David 
Wylie, Will Stevens 
Guest Register: Sally Williamson, 
Peggy Howard 
Nursery Helpers: Bed Babies: Rachel 
Hanes, Noah Moody Toddlers: Kristi 
Roddey, Maleah Anderson; Sunday 
School: Babies: Rachel Hanes, Julie 
Felker 
Children's Church: Amy & Emma 
Whitfield 
Outside Greeter: Luther  Wilson 
Elders on Duty: Door 1 - Zane Aber-
nethy, Door 2 - Ed Campbell; Worship 
Leader - Mike Duncan 
Soup Kitchen: May 19 Forest Lake 
Presbyterian (Team 2) May 26 Tom 
Clary, Shirley Garrick, Judi Van Patten, 
Susan McCants & girls 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Intercessory Prayer 
 

 May 20 
 

Lyz Huffman 
Jean Isbell 

Henry, Kayse & Weston Jarman 
Unity Edwards Class 

 
 
 
 
 

Answers to Trivia Questions 
 

1. Peter, James and John  (Luke 5: 4-11) 

2. Seven (Matthew 15:32-39) 
 

 

Upcoming Events & Opportunities 


