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“A God-Made Hidey-Hole”                                      

 

  If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on 
things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, 
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your 

life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Put to death there-
fore what is earthly in you… (Colossians 3:1-5a) 
 

Colossians 3 is one of my favorite chapters in the Bible. One of the 
reasons for this are these first five verses. I thought I might share a bit about 
them. I pray these verses may become useful in y’all’s battle against sin. For 
me, they have been indispensable. If I might be so bold, I would encourage 
y’all to open up your Bible to these verses to follow along. Once there, no-
tice the simple yet profound flow of the text. 

If then you have been raised with Christ lets us know that Paul is ad-
dressing those individuals who have professed belief in Jesus Christ. So, if 
we believe, we should seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated 
at the right hand of God. This is a command and a comfort. The command is 
a necessary application of belief. To believe in Jesus is to believe in a heav-
enly (godly) standard, but we must seek it. So we thank God for his Word to 
us (the Bible!), where the things that are above may be found. But that’s the 
command. Comfort follows because the one we believe in is seated in a 
place of power (the right hand of God). In this we see Jesus’ victory over sin 
and death on our behalf, which is why we can now set [our] minds on the 
things that are above, not on things that are on earth. It’s because we died 
to the fading and worldly life, and like we saw initially, have been raised. 
Raised where? Raise to a life [that] is hidden with Christ in God.  

So, belief in Jesus has raised us from the death of this world into the 
life of Christ, who is reigning and ruling in victory. This necessitates a de-
sire to learn (seek) and to remain (set) in that heavenly realm even as we 
find ourselves not in heaven but on a still-corrupted earth. But our hope is 
for that which is to come: when Christ who is your life appears, then you 
also will appear with him in glory. Jesus is coming again, and when he does, 
it means that which we have been seeking and setting our minds on (the 
things above) will be clear, evident, and fulfilled. In other words, we will no 
longer be hidden with Christ in God but appear[ing] with him in glory. In 
bright and shining light, God’s people will be revealed.  

It is only in this very light of the Gospel that Paul then reminds his 
readers yet again of the vestiges of sin that remain in them. We hope, desire, 
and cry out for verse 4 of this text above—for Christ to appear again! But 
that has not happened yet. And so even as we seek the things above, we are 
on earth. Even as we set out minds on above things, earthly things crowd 
around us. Even as we firmly and resolutely scream in the face of all suffer-
ing, sin, and corruption, “I am hidden with Christ,” our sinful inclinations 
sometimes bubble over. So Paul exhorts us to fight because of the redemp-
tion we have (it is what the therefore is there for). Put to death therefore 
what is earthly in you…  

My dear Centennial family, we have been raised in Christ! God has 
saved us apart from any and all works. And in this light, our desires are now 
inclined to higher things. Take refuge in Jesus Christ, and ruthlessly battle 
any sin in your life. Until next time, and from my hidey-hole in Christ, 
God’s blessings to each of you,  

   Jeremiah 



2 

 

 

Post Scripts 

 Announcements  

 

Intercessory Prayer List 
 
 

Shut-Ins 
Our military troops 
National  & State leaders  
World Witness staff & missionaries   
Ricky Harrison                                  
Steve & Allison Harrison                                     Continued strength             
Joey & Fay Robertson   
Sam Garrick                                              Health issues 
Jimmy Simpson                                                              Cancer - kidney     
Tom Bostick (Betsy Grant’s brother)                             Prostate Cancer 
Augusta Dixon (aunt of Libby Castles)                                       Cancer  
Judy Garren (B. Amick’s sister-in-law)                              Health issues 
Mary Ellenor Marsh                Health issues 
Jessica Cole (friend of the Moody family)              Hodgkin lymphoma 
Bill Culp (S. McCarty’s cousin)        Recov. from brain bleed-Richland 
Swain Whitfield’s dad                Health issues 
Samuel Scott Titus                 Doing well -   Gaining strength & weight 
(premature great-grandson Charlie Sanders) 
Mr. & Mrs. Gantt (Libby Lee Castles’ parents)                 Health issues 

 

CARPY Family Day 
 

This Sunday, February 25th, CARPY will host it’s 
very first CARPY Family Day.  This is a time for the 
parents and siblings of current CARPY members to en-
joy some time together as a family.  If you are a parent 
or sibling of a CARPY member then please mark your 
calendars and stay for a time of food, fellowship, songs 
and maybe some friendly competition of CARPY vs. 
their family.  Some CARPY members have already 
stated that “they (their parents) are no challenge for us.”  
Lunch for that day is Bring Your Own Lunch 
(BYOL). 
 
 
 

 

High School Spring Retreat   
 

The High School Spring Retreat to Bonclarken is from 
March 2-4th.  We look forward to a great time of fel-
lowship between 1st, 2nd and Catawba Presbytery.  
Contact Ryan Vincent for more information. 
 
 
 

Covered Dish Luncheon 
 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, March 18th for our 
next covered dish luncheon in the Fellowship Hall.  We 
will recognize and celebrate our newest members, the 
2018 Communicants Class!  Please plan to bring 
enough to feed your family and share with others as we 
will be expecting some visitors on this most special 
day! 

 

2018 Communicants’ Class 
 

Our Communicants’ Class is moving right along 
under the leadership of Jeannie Moody.  Our three 
young ladies will join the church as official mem-
bers on Centennial on Sunday, March 18th.  We 
will celebrate along with their families after wor-
ship in the Fellowship Hall with a traditional Cen-
tennial Covered Dish Luncheon!  Please join us in 
prayer for Maleah Anderson, Helen Nobles, and 
Charlotte Shine as they prepare their hearts to take 
the next step in their spiritual walk with Jesus! 
 

 

Ladies Bible Study 
 

It’s not too late to join us for Kelly Minter’s study, 
“All Things New” on II Corinthians.  If you would 
like to participate, please let Julie Felker know.  
This is a great opportunity to invite friends, co-
workers and family members to dig deeper into the 
Word of God.  All are welcome! 

 
 

 

Family Gathering Time  
 

Family Gathering Time Watchword:  For no 
one can lay a foundation other than that which is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ.  I Corinthians 3:11 
(ESV) 
 

Centennial, this is CARPY’s last Sunday to lead us.  
If you have missed the others, please make an effort 
to come experience our young people doing what 
they do best:  Singing and leading!  Come join us in 
the Fellowship Hall on Sundays at 9:30 AM for 
some wonderful fellowship and songs of praise and 
worship.  We PROMISE you: you will be fed! 

 

 
 

2018 Graduates 
 

It’s almost time to celebrate those who are graduat-
ing from school this year.  If your family has a 
graduate (adult or teen) to recognize, please email 
their name, school graduating from and plans after 
graduation to Melissa Davis at melis-
sa@centennialarp.org. 
 
 
Make sure to check the vestibule for The Upper 
Room and Today’s Christian Living! 
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 Honorarium 

Post Scripts 

Music Notes 
 

The next handbell rehearsal will be held on Sat-
urday, March 17th, 9:00 AM - noon.  We plan to 
play on Sunday, March 18th.  There are no 
Thursday rehearsals planned. 
 

We are ready to plan another orchestra presenta-
tion.  If you are interested in playing, please let 
Judy Doudoukjian (judy@centennialarp.org) 
know.  The information needed is the type of 
instrument you will be playing, so a part may be 
written for you.   We accept you and old instru-
mentalists. 
 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated a pot of 
chili and/or Bingo prizes for Wednesday night!  
We will have a Chili Cook-Off update for you 
next week! 

Operation Christmas Child 
Year-Round Gift Ideas 

 

The Operating Christmas Child Box gift basket is 
on the 2nd floor outside the Choir Room.  February 
gifts include hats, scarves, gloves/mittens as well 
as accessories like hair clips, bracelets, necklaces, 
sunglasses!  Please make an effort to drop one or 
two things in the basket this month!  Each month 
this year we will be collecting specific items for 
that month.    Before it’s time to turn in boxes in 
the fall for collection, we will have a shoebox 
packing get-together for anyone who would like to 
help.  Those who wish to participate can be pre-
pared and on the lookout for items that we post 
each month.  Now if this alternative doesn’t appeal 
to you or your family, you can certainly still pack a 
shoebox as we always have! 

 

In Honor Of Given By Fund 

Mrs. Sara Mills Miss Barbara DeHamer Centennial Foundation 

 
If you would like to place an Easter lily in the sanctuary on Easter, April 1st in memory or in 
honor of a loved one, please complete the information below and make a check payable to 
Centennial ARP Church.  The cost this year is $14.00 per plant.  The deadline for ordering is 
Sunday, March 12th. 
 
 
 

In Memory Of              
 
               
 
In Honor Of              
 
               
 
 
Given By              
 
 
No. of Plants     Amount     Check #     
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Sunday, February 25, 2018              
  9:30 AM - Family Gathering Time   
10:00 AM - Sunday School 
10:00 AM - Communicants Class 
10:45 AM - Session meets for prayer 
11:00 AM - Morning Worship Service 
12:30 PM -  CARPY Family Day (FH) 
  4:00 PM - Ladies Bible Study 
  

Tuesday, February 27 
 7:00 AM - Men’s Bible Study 
 6:30 PM - Mary Martha Circle 
 6:30 PM - Sally Barker Circle 
 6:30 PM - Elders Meeting 
 

Wednesday,  February 28 
 5:15 PM - Supper 
 6:00 PM - Bible Study, Programs 
 7:00 PM - Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
 

Friday, March 2 
High School Youth leave for Bonclarken 
 

Saturday,  March 3 
  9:30 AM - Soup Kitchen 

Duties and  
Responsibilities 
February 25, 2018 

 

Deacons Duty: *Carol Finethy, David 
Wylie, Will Stevens 
Guest Register:  Peggy Howard, Sally 
Williamson 
Nursery Helpers: Bed Babies: Beth 
Shine, Jamie Wolff; Toddlers: Kayse Jar-
man, Maleah Anderson; Sunday School: 
Babies: Kayse & Henry Jarman  
Children's Church: J an Nobles, James 
Thomas 
Outside Greeter: Mike Duncan 
Elders on Duty: Door 1 - Rex Casterline, 
Door 2 - Dan Felker; Worship Leader - 
Swain Whitfield 
Soup Kitchen: February 24 Rex & Re-
nae Casterline, Sally Williamson, Finethy 
Family, Hanes Family, Melissa Davis, 
Rachel Johansen  
March 3 Seven Oaks Presbyter ian 
Church 

 

 
 
 
 

Intercessory Prayer 
 

February 25 
 

 Guy & Libby Lee Castles 
Guy Castles, IV 

Mary Etta Castles 
Gantt Castles 
Ray Castles 

Clara Castles 
The Diaconate of Centennial 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events & Opportunities 


