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“Thorny Vines and Christ Divine”                   

And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 
and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of 
it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the 
days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you 
shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat 
bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are 
dust, and to dust you shall return.” (Genesis 3:17-19) 
 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his 
great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (1 Peter 1:3) 
 
But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Je-
sus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious 
body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 
(Philippians 3:20, 21) 
 
 One of the beautiful things about God’s Word is the connectivity and 
compatibility it has with itself. In other words, though the Bible is comprised 
of 66 books, it forms one whole and continuous story of God’s redemptive 
plan for his people. Likewise, this continuous story from start to finish has 
no contradiction because God is the one breathing it out to us (2 Timothy 
3:16), and our God does not change (James 1:17). Because of this, certain 
Bible texts illuminate one another in wonderful and beautiful ways. Here are 
three parts of the Bible that have been floating in my head for the past week 
(they are printed above). I pray you will see an example of beautiful connec-
tion. 
 First came Genesis 3 and the fall of humanity due to Adam’s sin. I 
can’t get these verses out of my head. The reason why is simple: I have been 
pulling down thousands of feet of thorny vines in my backyard recently—
literally thousands of feet. There are certain corruptions of the earth that re-
veal things are not as they should be. Thousands of feet of thorny vines in 
my backyard is one. How am I even going to get them to the road? My cur-
rent protocol is to yank and pull until the thorny vines surround me rather 
than the tree. At this point I do my best giant impression as I stomp and 
stamp around, which smooshes them to the ground. Thorns and thistles it 
shall bring forth for you…  
 The second Bible verse stuck in my head was from the Sunday 
School lesson from this last week, which I had the privilege of teaching. The 
topic was hope, and hope is an eager waiting for the fulfillment of things to 
be made right. But even as I confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, those 
thorns still remain (thousands more feet and still growing). This was fol-
lowed closely by that text I was preaching from, which had to do with Jesus 
getting us home to heaven by his own power—actually making things right. 
 Here’s the point. No matter how many thousands of feet of thorny 
vines I cut, pull, and stomp, this world remains corrupted. That doesn’t mean 
I should stop seeking to be diligent in my work in this life. It does mean I 
need to remember my hope is a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. And it is from there—from that reality—that I will await a savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, to come again. Whatever your thorns and thistles, be they 
metaphorical, literal, internal, external, or all of the above, may God bless 
you with his connected and comforting Word that reveals our Lord and Sav-
ior, Jesus. Hopefully waiting, Jeremiah.  
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Post Scripts 

 Announcements  

 

Intercessory Prayer List 
 
 

Shut-Ins 
Our military troops 
National  & State leaders  
World Witness staff & missionaries   
Ricky Harrison                                  
Steve & Allison Harrison                                     Continued strength             
Joey & Fay Robertson   
Sam Garrick                                               Health issues 
Tom Bostick (Betsy Grant’s brother)                              Prostate Cancer 
Laura Latimer (C. Finethy’s mom)            . 
Charles & Evelyn Faulk (Elisa Vincent’s grandparents)    Health issues 
Joyce McCarty Brown (S. McCarty’s sister)                      Health issues 
Stacy Paul-Burns (Laura Nimmons’ friend)                       Health issues 
Mike Evans (Arsenal Hill)                Health issues 
Bob Finethy                 Health issues 
Christine Setzer                 Health issues 
Mitzie Renwick (A Whitfield’s best friend)          Treatments for cancer 
Frank Wallace                 Health issues 
Leah McCleskey (friend of Lyz Huffman)     Recov. From severe burns 
Lillian Crews                                Health issues 
Lucille Campbell (Ed’s mother)                                          Health issues 

 

Thrilling Thursdays! Tickets!   
Get Your Tickets!  Fireflies Game! 

 

Get ready to GLOW with the Fireflies on Thursday, August 9th 
starting at 7:05 PM!  This is our last Thrilling Thursday of 2018 
so let’s have a great turn out! Your family can go ahead and 
purchase your tickets now!  This is a great opportunity for folks 
of all ages to come on out and enjoy a fun night of fellowship as 
we cheer on the Fireflies!  If you have been before, you already 
know how much fun we are going to have….if you haven’t 
been before, NOW is the time to go...who better to GLOW with 
than your church family!?!?  Here’s the link to purchase your 
tickets (let us know if you need assistance or have any ques-
tions):   
 

Online Link:  
https://fireflies5.streamlineticketing.com/group/ 
Access Code:  arp0809 
 

If you find yourself missing fellowship with your church fami-
ly, reach out!  Plan a meal together, go see a movie, go get a 
slushie or something else fun.  The possibilities are endless! 
 
 
 

Ice Cream Social, Sub Supper and the  
Not-So-Newlywed Game 

 

On Wednesday, August 29th, we will have our sub sandwich 
supper and Ice Cream Social.  Don’t leave after supper!  We 
guarantee some laughs as Dan Felker emcees The Not-So-
Newlywed Game!  You don’t want to miss this opportunity for 
super fun fellowship and lots of laughs!  Save the date!  Supper 
at 5:15 PM.  Let us know if you can provide a churn of ice 
cream or a dessert!  There will be a prize for the tastiest churn 
of delicious ice cream! 
 

 

Family Gathering Time 
 

As the needs and dynamics of our church family change, 
so do we!  Our Family Gathering Time will look a little 
different beginning this Sunday. If you look up the defini-
tion of gathering, here’s what you will find:  An assembly 
or meeting, especially a social or festive one or one held 
for a specific purpose.  “We do that!”, we say and yes, we 
certainly do.  Anytime that we can get together and catch 
up with our church family, share concerns and prayers, and 
just enjoy some good old-fashioned fellowship face to face 
is a good time.  Once we add the word “family”, then we 
really have  a reason to gather.  When we think of the word 
“family”, we automatically think of our own family: who 
is in our family, what does our family look like, what’s 
important to our family….and they all look different.  
Some of us might be a family of one, maybe two or more, 
some of us have young children, some of our children are 
older, some of our families might include our elderly par-
ents as well.  Go one step further and consider your church 
family...now we are getting somewhere!  Our church fami-
ly is really spread out...go take a look at the map in Jeremi-
ah’s office and you will se for yourself!  What better way 
to re-connect and get your week started off right than to 
come a little early to church on Sundays and gather with 
your church family?  This is an excellent opportunity not 
only for the adults to connect, but for the young people and 
the littles too!  Watch as friendships are made between the 
generations!  You never know when CARPY will show up 
to share and lead us in a song or two.  If you’ve never at-
tended FGT because you thought your littles were too little 
or you couldn’t get here right at 9:30 and you don’t want to 
come in late or you just weren't sure FGT was for you, we 
would encourage you to start this Sunday...come fellow-
ship with us before the Sunday School hour!  We have 
freshly brewed coffee and tasty apple cider along with 
some breakfast goodies.  Come join us in the Fellowship 
Hall anytime between 9:30 and 9:55 AM.  We  can guaran-
tee a blessing or two!  See you Sunday! 
 
 

Men’s Fellowship 
 

Men of Centennial - It’s summertime, which means that 
outdoors and on the pond is the place to be.  We have an 
opportunity for some great fellowship and fun, combined 
with some amazing food, and YOU are invited.  Join other 
men of Centennial beginning at noon on August 11th at 
1054 Lockhart Rd., Monetta, SC and be sure to BOYB 
(bring your own boat) and BYOFP (bring your own fishin’ 
pole).  We’ll have cold beverages, snacks, and corn hole 
games a-plenty.  The fish in Rick Bradley’s pond are 
DARING you to come find them!  But wait, as if that 
wasn’t enough….we’re also planning to have dinner to-
gether at Shealy’s BBQ in Leesville .  Be sure you don’t 
miss out on this one!  If you would like to be a part of the 
fellowship, please contact Andy Anderson (803-800-9820, 
or doublea1971@hotmail.com) to RSVP.  (In event of rain, 
August 18th will be our alternate date). 
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 Honorariums 

Post Scripts 

 
Upcoming Events & Opportunities 

Week of August 12 
 

Sunday, August 12, 2018 
  9:30 AM - Family Gathering Time   
10:00 AM - Sunday School 
10:45 AM - Session meets for prayer 
11:00 AM - Morning Worship Service 
Tuesday, August 14 
  7:00 AM - Men’s Bible Study 
Wednesday, August 15 
   No Supper or Programs 
Saturday,  August 18 
  9:30 AM - Soup Kitchen 
 

 
Duties and Responsibilities 

August 12 
 
 

Deacons On Duty: *Carol Finethy, David Wylie, 
Will Stevens 
Guest Register: Stephen & Kristi Roddey 
Nursery Helpers: Bed Babies: Jan Nobles, Kaleigh 
Casterline Toddlers: Beth Shine, Emma Wooten; Sun-
day School: Babies: Betsy Grant, JeeJee Richard-
son 
Outside Greeter: Swain Whitfield 
Elders on Duty: Door 1 - Bill Posey, Door 2 - Larry 
Stokes; Worship Leader - Ed Campbell 
Soup Kitchen: August 11 Peggy Howard, Mar ilyn 
Wheeler, Whitfield family, Bill Posey, Judy Dou-
doukjian, Betsy & James Thomas, Nita Kennedy  
August 18  Forest Lake - Team 1 

Promotion Sunday 
 

Promotion Sunday  for our young people will be on Sun-
day, August 26th.  Rising K5-2nd grades will meet on the 
3rd floor with Miss Amy and Miss Julie.  3rd-5th graders 
meet on the 3rd floor as well with Miss Jan and Miss 
Melissa.  Rising 6th-8th grades and rising 9th-12 grades 
are on the 3rd floor also.  Junior Highs meet with Mr. Ste-
phen and Mr. Swain and Senior  Highs meet with Mr. 
Mike and Dr. Guy.  Refreshments will be served  on the 
3rd floor hallway right before Sunday School.  If you are 
not sure where your class will be, Miss Melissa will be 
upstairs to help you.  Our nursery building serves the ba-
bies through 4 year olds. We have the BEST teachers here 
at Centennial who put their who hearts into our young peo-
ple.  If Sunday School has not bee a regular commitment 
for you and/or your children, we encourage your family to 
come join us on Sunday mornings as we share the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ with your children….it’s a great time for 
YOU as parents to get plugged in to a Sunday School class 
of your own!  Have questions?  Contact Melissa Davis at 
melissa@centennialarp.org or 803-730-9939. 

 
 

Children remember to grab your sermon notes sheets and 
well as a red bag full of colored pencils and crayons to use 
during Rev. Thomas’ sermon!  All supplies are located in 
the vestibule. The deacons will be glad to assist you! 
 
Wednesday night programming will resume on September 
5th. 

Operation Christmas Child Boxes 
 

July is almost over!  Have you picked up some extra school 
supplies to add to our Operation Christmas Child boxes?!?!  If 
not, you still have time!  Lots of places are having great sales 
now on everything you might need for school (Staples, Office 
Depot, Walmart, etc.).  Small coloring books would be good 
for the younger group and manual pencil sharpeners are a great 
item  to include as well.  Look for solar powered calculators 
for the older kids.  In August we will be collecting clothing 
items such as socks, under wear , bandannas (we hope to 
have enough to line each box with one), drawstring bags, small 
backpacks flip flops, etc.  In September it will be toys!  Small 
handheld games, bouncy balls, sports balls (remember to in-
clude a pump if needed), play jewelry, small etch-a-sketches 
and frisbees, slinkies, cars, puppets, etc.  During September 
our young people will be making friendship bracelets to in-
clude in each box.  In October, our Wednesday night classes 
will be writing notes of encouragement, sharing Jesus.  Notes 
will be placed in the boxes in November during packing.  If 
you would like a list of items that we can and cannot pack, 
please visit www.samaritanspurse.com.  
 

Here are some things that we cannot pack:  candy, toothpaste, 
gum, used items, war-related items, food, snacks, drink mixes, 
liquids or lotions, medications/vitamins, anything glass, aero-
sol cans. 
 
 
We are blessed to have all of our members back from 
Bonclarken!  Make sure you check out the pictures on our 
Facebook page, website and Instagram! 
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Sunday, August 5, 2018     
  9:30 AM - Family Gathering Time   
10:00 AM - Sunday School 
10:45 AM - Session meets for prayer 
11:00 AM - Morning Worship Service 
     

Tuesday, August 7 
  7:00 AM - Men’s Bible Study 
       
Wednesday, August 8 
  No Supper or Programs 
 

Thursday, August 9 
 7:05 PM - Fireflies Game 
 
Saturday,  August 11 
  9:30 AM - Soup Kitchen 
   
 
 
 
   
 
                
 

Duties and  
Responsibilities 

August 5, 2018 
 

Deacons On Duty: *Henry Jarman, 
Jimmy Stevens, Kara Stevens 
Guest Register: Stephen & Kristi 
Roddey 
Nursery Helpers: Bed Babies: Becky 
Stevens, Emma Whitfield; Toddlers: 
Elisa Vincent, Betsy Thomas; Sunday 
School: Babies: Carol Finethy, Becky 
Stevens 
Outside Greeter:  Swain Whitfield 
Elders on Duty: Door 1 - Eric Moody, 
Door 2 - Calvin Nesbit 
Worship Leader - Mike Duncan 
Soup Kitchen:  August 4  Kara Ste-
vens, Jane Nesbit, Susan Braswell, Carol 
Setzer, Delaine & Rick Bradley   
August 11 Peggy Howard, Mar ilyn 
Wheeler, Whitfield family, Bill Posey, 
Judy Doudoukjian, Betsy & James 
Thomas, Nita Kennedy 

 

 
 

Intercessory Prayer 
 

 August 5 
 

Lissa Shine 
Patrick, Beth, Charlotte & Abi Shine 
 Richard, Molly & Margaret Slater 

Men’s Bible Study 
 
 

August 12 
 

Kenneth, Laura Jane, & Mary Smith 
David & Kara Stevens 
Jim & Becky Stevens 

Soup Kitchen 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events & Opportunities 


