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“Be Schemers!” 

“Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves.” (Matthew 10:16) 
 

This last Sunday, I applied a text from Genesis 46:28-34 in this manner: 
be schemers for God’s glory. I made the point that God sometimes preserves his 
people or expands his presence through the “schemes” of godly men and wom-
en. Joseph essentially planned the exact conversation his family and Pharaoh 
would have (and you can see it in Gen. 47!). Judah scouts out the land that 
would work best for them (Gen. 46: 28). The reality stands in this Bible passage 
(and others) that as we work for God’s glory, he preserves his people (and is 
glorified). What’s more, Joseph used his connections, who he knows, and the 
power and respect he had been given in this plan of preservation. He schemed 
for God’s glory! This concept of using what you have (power, who you know, 
and so on) has been on my mind since then, and I would like to share a bit more 
about it. 

Be humble. God has given all of us unique assets to scheme with. 
The assets might be money (or even lack thereof), power (or lack thereof), abil-
ity to gain audience with a certain crowd because of that money and power (or 
lack thereof), or some other combination of factors. The point is that God has 
given us these unique assets. Have you ever considered what you have in this 
manner? Isn’t it interesting that the lack of money and power would give you 
audience to a certain set of people who wouldn’t listen to you otherwise? Like-
wise, the same could be said for having money and power. Speaking of power, 
that concept depends on who you’re with, right? Because of this, did you know 
that some of your kids are more powerful than you ever could be? They’re 
seemingly useless prowess at video games or insanely huge knowledge of some 
singer songwriter gives them power in a social sphere that you will never have. 
The question then becomes utilization. What are we doing with these assets that 
God has given us? And it is this reality—that God gives us our unique assets—
that should always be kept at the forefront of our minds. Recognizing that God 
is working in us and for us—giving us what we have—should humble us, and 
as we draw away from the dangerous sin of pride, we can begin to scheme not 
for ourselves but for God. I can guarantee that you have an “in” with a certain 
group of people (work, friends, and so on) that I couldn’t come within a mile of 
as a banjo playing, fiction loving, husband, father, and minister. Be humble and 
scheme for God with the unique assets he has given you. 

Be aware. God provides oppor tunities for  godly scheming all the 
time. It only takes a few attempts of God-glorifying scheming to realize there 
are so many more opportunities to be had. I mentioned off the cuff in the ser-
mon that I scheme for Centennial all the time. Here’s an example. It is no secret 
that I sought out a position on the board of the downtown YMCA. I wanted a 
Bible believing downtown minister from a Bible believing church to begin to 
have a presence in the downtown Columbia community. As I continued to pray 
to God for this end, I began to actively look for ways to do this. It did not take 
long for the opportunity to arise. It turns out that my next-door neighbor was the 
chair of the downtown YMCA board. My scheme for God’s glory was fulfilled 
as I now serve in this capacity. Here’s the question, what opportunities has God 
provided for you? How might you begin to scheme for God’s glory? 

The bottom line is that God preserves and provides for his people. Jesus 
has sent us out into the world to proclaim the Gospel—the Good News that Je-
sus saves his people. Scheme in this manner, and do not be surprised when God 
is mightily glorified in the endeavor.   Blessings, 

        Jeremiah 
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Post Scripts 

 Announcements  

 

Intercessory Prayer List 
 
 

Shut-Ins 
Our military troops 
National  & State leaders  
World Witness staff & missionaries   
Ricky Harrison                                  
Steve & Allison Harrison                                     Continued strength             
Joey & Fay Robertson   
Sam Garrick                                              Health issues 
Jimmy Simpson                                                              Cancer - kidney     
Tom Bostick (Betsy Grant’s brother)                             Prostate Cancer 
Judy Garren (B. Amick’s sister-in-law)                              Health issues 
Jessica Cole (friend of the Moody family)               Hodgkin lymphoma 
Bill Culp (S. McCarty’s cousin)        Recov. from brain bleed-Richland 
Swain Whitfield’s dad                Health issues 
Calvin Nesbit     Recov. from shoulder surgery 
Bill Posey                                    Rehab at NHC - Parklane Rd. 
John McKeown                     Rehab at Presbyterian Home/Rm. 125B 
Laura Latimer (C. Finethy’s mom)            Rehab at NHC - Parklane Rd. 
Rae Thomas              Continued prayers in his recovery 
Goof News Club - Brennen Elementary 
Carolyn Campbell                Health issues 
 

Centennial Security on Sundays 
And Wednesdays 

 

Security issues at Centennial have been on the minds of the 
Session and Diaconate for some time.  Our downtown loca-
tion has presented numerous problems over the years with 
Centennial the target of vandalism and littering, our mem-
bers subject to panhandlers, and our service interrupted by 
unruly visitors.  Recently, the Administrative Committee 
recommended to the Session that an off-duty Richland Coun-
ty Deputy be hired to police our premises on Sunday morn-
ings and Wednesday evenings.  The Session approved and 
the Diaconate has made these arrangements.  The RCSD be-
gan patrolling the parking lot and our premises this past Sun-
day and Wednesday.   Other security and safety issues, espe-
cially concerning the Nursery, Sunday School rooms, and the 
Fellowship Hall will be addressed in the coming weeks. 

 
 
 

YMCA Prayer Breakfast 
 

The annual prayer breakfast is coming up on May 10th.  The 
recently retired Wofford football coach, Mike Ayers, will be 
the keynote speaker.  Some of you might know this already, 
but I am on the downtown Y’s board.  This has provided me 
an opportunity to begin to plug into our local  Columbia 
community.  The Session and I feel that this prayer breakfast 
is a great way for us as a church to plug in, too.  If y’all are 
interested in this opportunity, we need at least 8 people to 
buy tickets ($43.75 per ticket).  Reach out to the church of-
fice if you are interested in this great opportunity! 
      Jeremiah 
 

 

Welcome to Centennial 
 

We welcome Dixie Amick who joined our church fami-
ly this past Sunday.  Dixie is married to Dewey Amick 
and is the daughter-in-law to Buck and Betty Amick. 
 
 

2018 Graduates 
 

It’s almost time to celebrate those who are graduating 
from school this year.  If your family has a graduate 
(adult or teen) to recognize, please email their name, 
school graduating from and plans after graduation to 
Melissa Davis at melissa@centennialarp.org by Sunday, 
April 15th!  We will recognize our graduates on Sun-
day, April 29th during the worship service followed by a 
covered dish in the Fellowship Hall! 

 

 
Ladies Bible Study 

 

A new Ladies Bible Study will start this Sunday, April 
15th.  We will meet in the fellowship hall star ting at 
4:00 PM.  The new 6 week study will be “A Woman 
Who Doesn’t Quit” (5 habits from the book of Ruth).  
Join us for a great time of fellowship and fun.  Please 
feel free to bring a friend.  Let Julie Felker know if you 
are interested in attending. 

 
 

Family Gathering Time 
 

Our watchword for April’s Family Gathering Time fo-
cuses on the empty tomb.  “And as they were frightened 
and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to 
them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead?  
He is not here, but has risen.”  Luke 24: 5-6 (ESV)  
Come join us on Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM in the 
Fellowship Hall for a time of praise, prayer requests and 
singing before the Sunday School hour. 
 
 

Youth News 
 

Upcoming Events: 
Middle School Night of Fun:  April 13th 6-8 PM 
All Middle School students and their friends.  Bring 
your favorite board game! 
 

High School Girls Night Out:  April 20th 6-9 PM 
All High School girls meet at the church and then go do 
girly things with Elisa. 
 

High School Guys Night Out:  April 20th 6-9 PM 
Meet at the church then depart to do guy stuff with 
Ryan. 
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 Memorial & Honorarium 

Post Scripts 

Men’s Breakfast 
 

Centennial Men, mark your calendars for Saturday, 
April 21st at 8:30 AM for  a men’s breakfast.  More 
details to come.  For now, assume a bad-for-you but 
delicious breakfast and good and godly fellowship. 
    Blessings,  Jeremiah 
 
 

Operation Christmas Child Boxes 
 

Our collection items for April and May will be hy-
giene items.  The next time you are at the Dollar 
Tree or Dollar General, pick up a couple of these 
items to add to our collection basket:  toothbrushes, 
hair brushes and combs, deodorant, soap, washcloths 
(expandable ones are fun), scrubbies, etc.  Here’s a 
look into the rest of the months in case you see any 
of these items on sale: 
 
June:  toys 
July: clothing items 
August:  school supplies 
September:  small games 
 
In October, our Wednesday night classes will be 
writing notes of encouragement, sharing Jesus.  
Notes will be placed in the boxes in November dur-
ing packing.  If you would like a list of items that we 
can and cannot pack, please visit 
www.samaritanspurse.com for more information!  
Remember that your family will also have an oppor-
tunity to pack a box as we have done in the past if 
you so wish. 

 
 

Hospitality Committee 
 

If you would like to be a part of our  Hospitality 
Committee here at Centennial please contact Melissa 
Davis.  We would love for you to be a part of this 
ministry.  The committee works specifically with our 
covered dish luncheons, they work faithfully to make 
sure tables are set up, food is warmed and ready to 
serve, and that the Fellowship Hall is ready for the 
luncheon.  We are so very thankful that they choose 
to serve the Lord in the area of hospitality.   

Congratulations to Amy Whitfield 
 

The S.C. Association of School Librarians honored the 
Blythewood High Library staff at the 43rd annual confer-
ence.  Blythewood High School received the Outstanding 
School Library Program of the Year Award.  BHS Media 
Specialists Amy Whitfield and Crystal Smith are this 
year’s recipients and received a $2,000 grant for books 
and $500 monetary award for instructional materials.   
Amy said, “Since our school opened in 2005, we have 
strived to provide our students and teachers with best 
practices in library services while also providing quality 
materials and innovative teaching and learning experienc-
es.  Research has consistently shown that schools with 
strong library programs give their students a better 
chance to succeed academically while also helping to 
close the achievement gap.  It is our goal to provide for 
the information, research, and reading needs of all stu-
dents and teachers at BHS and to provide a welcoming 
atmosphere where students are supported academically as 
well as personally.”  Amy your Centennial Church Fami-
ly is so proud of your dedication and love for the students 
at BHS! 

 
 

Summertime at Centennial! 
 

The Christian Education Committee will be meeting next 
week to firm up our summertime plans for Centennial.  
Make sure to look for details on Summer Sunday School 
for the adults, Thrilling Thursdays (yes, they’re 
BACK...notice the plural!), and Wednesday night spe-
cials such as Movie Night and Game Night (did someone 
mention the Not-So-Newlywed Game?) and maybe a 
Psalm/Hymn/Kids’ Song Sing!  As in years past, we will 
celebrate the coming fall with our annual Ice Cream So-
cial.  Summer is a busy time for families.  We hope and 
pray that you will add the summertime plans at Centenni-
al to your calendars!  Dates coming next week...have 
your phone and pencils ready. 
 
 
 
The May-June Upper Room devotion books are in 
the vestibule.  Be sure to pick up your copy! 

In Memory Of Given By Fund 

Mr. Ollie Williamson Mrs. Sara Williamson Centennial Foundation 

   

In Honor Of Given By Fund 

Miss Lynn Grimsley Mr. & Mrs. Steve Harrison Music Conference 
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Sunday, April 15, 2018              
  8:45 AM - Deacons Meeting 
  9:30 AM - Family Gathering Time   
10:00 AM - Sunday School 
10:45 AM - Session meets for prayer 
11:00 AM - Morning Worship Service 
  3:00 PM - Rosa Draffin Circle 
  4:00 PM - Ladies Bible Study 
 

Tuesday, April 17 
  7:00 AM - Men’s Bible Study 
10:00 AM - Morning Circle 
 

Wednesday, April 18 
 5:15 PM - Supper 
 6:00 PM - Bible Study, Programs 
 7:00 PM - Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
 

Friday, April 20 
6:00 PM - High School Girls Night Out 
6:00 PM - High School Boys Night Out 
 

Saturday,  April 21 
  9:30 AM - Soup Kitchen 
   
 

Duties and  
Responsibilities 

April 15, 2018 
 

Deacons Duty: *Kara Stevens, Henry 
Jarman, Jimmy Stevens 
Guest Register:  Dan & Julie Felker  
Nursery Helpers: Bed Babies: Betsy 
Grant, Kaleigh Casterline; Toddlers: 
Carol Finethy, Margaret Roddey ; Sun-
day School: Babies: Betsy Grant, Car-
ol Finethy 
Children's Church: Rebecca Nesbit, 
Jack Roddey 
Outside Greeter: Joe Mills 
Elders on Duty: Door 1 - Ed Campbell, 
Door 2 - Zane Abernethy; Worship 
Leader - Rex Casterline 
Soup Kitchen: April 14 Forest Lake 
Team 1  April 21  Eric Moody Family, 
Cindy & Betty Welborn, Tommy 
Stallings, Mike, Janet & Wyatt Kelly 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Intercessory Prayer 
 

 April 15 
 

Evelyn Geddings 
Christy Grant 
Jimmy Grant 

Julie Felker - Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Upcoming Events & Opportunities 


