
Remember: The big picture of judgment and salvation (cosmic) and the smaller picture of judgment and 

salvation (personal) reveal a righteous and merciful God 

The Book of Zephaniah 

 

Theme: God is preparing his people for a climactic day of judgment and salvation. 

 

Context: Zephaniah was a prophet called by God in the mid to early 600s BC. It is possible that 

Zephaniah’s mentioned genealogy in 1:1 links him with the good king Hezekiah, and this position is 

held by many. Regardless, at the time of Zephaniah’s proclamation of prophecy, the young and 

righteous king, Josiah, was on the throne of Judah, biblically appropriate reforms were on the horizon 

due to the rediscovery of God’s Word, and even so, God was soon to bring a weighty Word of judgment 

through Zephaniah himself. The inclusiveness of this judgment is shocking. Statements like I will sweep 

away everything from the face of the earth marks the climactic day of judgment coming for all creation 

(including Judah!). It is in this stark reality that God reveals salvation, which is achieved by God 

himself. Truly, he is a mighty one who will save. This is the fullness of Zephaniah’s prophecy. His name 

literally means “the LORD has hidden,” which is fitting for God’s message through him dealing with the 

coming Day of the Lord. The Day of the Lord is a particular emphasis of Zephaniah and is the backdrop 

to everything else found within his prophecy. It is this very theme that becomes applicable in the cosmic 

sense—ultimate judgment—as well as the personal one—temporal judgment (as Judah and Jerusalem 

finds out in its own destruction due to unrighteousness). 

  

Connection: As with the other shorter prophecies recorded, Zephaniah carries few direct connections 

(citations, and so on). However, this does not lessen its general connection with the rest of the Bible. 

Many connections can be found with the other prophets regarding the details of temporal judgment on 

Judah and the surrounding countries, the coming judgment of all creation, and the restoration (both 

temporal and eternal) of a remnant people of God. In fact, just as the concept of the Day of the Lord 

takes precedence in Zephaniah, this theme does not disappear as God’s people transition into a fuller 

knowledge of Jesus Christ and his second coming, which will be that climactic Day of the Lord. With 

this in mind, real connection can be made with the majority of the other sections of Scripture dealing 

with this topic.  

 

Solid Rock Verses:  

 

• Zephaniah 2:3—Seek the LORD, all you humble… perhaps you may be hidden on the day of anger… 

• Zephaniah 2:7—For the LORD their God will be mindful of them and restore their fortunes. 

• Zephaniah 2:9—The remnant of my people… the survivors of my nation… 

• Zephaniah 3:5—The LORD within her is righteous; he does no injustice… 

• Zephaniah 3:7—I said, “Surely you will fear me; you will accept my correction…” 

• Zephaniah 3:9, 10—All of them may call upon the name of the LORD and serve him… 

• Zephaniah 3:11-13—On that day you shall not be put to shame… 

• Zephaniah 3:14, 15—The LORD has taken away the judgments against you… 

• Zephaniah 3:16, 17—The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save… 

• Zephaniah 3:18-20—I will gather… I will deal… I will save… I will change… I will bring you in… I  

will make you renowned… 


