
Remember: The fear of the LORD is the key to unlocking the book of Proverbs. This fear is given by God, grants 
knowledge and wisdom, assurance, holiness, spiritual blessings always, and material blessings usually. 

The Book of Proverbs 

 

Theme: God is the one who gives wisdom and knowledge that informs how humanity might live well. 

 

Context: Alongside Job, some Psalms, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon, the book of Proverbs finds 

itself in the genre of Wisdom Literature within the Bible. Wisdom Literature holds a unique place within 

the Scriptures in that the genre typically reveals the right way of life (or the deeper truth of life). Of 

course, this is intimately connected with Jesus Christ, who fulfilled not only the Law but all of Scripture 

in his coming—revealing the only proper way to profitably read the Bible and, specifically, the genre of 

Wisdom Literature (with Jesus himself in mind). With the majority of the book of Proverbs (1-22:16; 

25:1-29:27) attributed to King Solomon’s own hand, there are a couple sections compiled from other 

“wise ones,” “Agur,” and “King Lemuel.” However, the emphasis remains the same: this book is a 

compilation of God-inspired, short, pithy, striking, 1 to 2 verse long (with parallelism) sayings that 

utilize memorable images and humor. Each proverb within the book of Proverbs requires wisdom and 

discernment for appropriate understanding and application. Because of this, it is easy for the naysayer or 

false teacher to claim error within Scripture. Proverbs 26:4 and 5 provide an excellent example. Which 

one should the reader choose? Proverbs (better and worse) are not Laws (right and wrong). Proverbs 

(what often happens) are not narrative (what happens). Proverbs (likely outcome) are not prophecy 

(certain outcome). Proverbs are simply proverbs, and these are inspired by God to reveal God unto his 

people. Regarding the proverbs themselves, there are several recurring characters. Notable ones include 

the wise (revering God), the fool (despising God), the simple (uncommitted and misguided), Lady 

Wisdom (calling people to God), and Lady Folly (calling people away from God). Though there are 

other “characters,” all generally fall into these categories. 

  

Connection: The book of Proverbs holds several direct connections to the rest of Scripture. A few 

notable examples include Proverbs 11:1 and Deuteronomy 25:13-16, Proverbs 25:21, 22 and Romans 

12:20, and Proverbs 3:11, 12 and Hebrews 12:5, 6. Thematically, the NT book of James resembles 

Proverbs in many ways, and it is often associated with the Wisdom Literature genre. Alongside these 

notable primary connections are many associations, which is a natural outcome of the genre and content 

of the book of Proverbs. 

 

Solid Rock Verses:  

 

• Proverbs 1:7—The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge… 

• Proverbs 1:29-33—Because they hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of the LORD… they  

shall eat the fruit of their way… but whoever listens to me will dwell secure… 

• Proverbs 2:5, 6—For the LORD gives wisdom… 

• Proverbs 3:5-8—Trust in the LORD with all of your heart… be not wise in your own eyes… 

• Proverbs 3:13, 14—Blessed is the one who finds wisdom… for the gain from her is better than gain  

from silver and her profit better than gold… 

• Proverbs 8:13—The fear of the LORD is the hatred of evil… 

• Proverbs 8:35, 36—For whoever finds me finds life and obtains favor from the LORD… 

• Proverbs 9:10—The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom… 

• Proverbs 16:6—by the fear of the LORD one turns away from evil. 

• Proverbs 19:23—The fear of the LORD leads to life… 

• Proverbs 28:14—Blessed is the one who fears the LORD always… 


