
Remember: Sin is not always the cause of suffering, suffering has no meaning outside of a sovereign God, and 
the Sovereign God of the Bible is protector, redeemer, and restorer of his people. 

The Book of Job 

 

Theme: God is in control even in the midst of suffering. 

 

Context: The book of Job finds itself within the “Wisdom Literature” section of the English Bible. This 

means it sits alongside the Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon. However, there is a 

uniqueness to Job in that it follows an actual man named Job through an intensely trying time in his life. 

Because the prophet Ezekiel and James the brother of Jesus consider Job to be a historical figure (see the 

Connection section below), believing Christians can likewise see Job the same way. When and where 

Job was written cannot be easily narrowed, and scholars hold to extremely varying views. But the 

intention of the author lies elsewhere. The author’s concern is not time or place, which is a key theme of 

“Wisdom Literature.” Rather, the concern is for a point to be made. The book of Job’s point is to address 

God’s sovereignty (control) in light of suffering. This is done through a poetic presentation of 

conversations between Job and his friends culminating in God himself speaking to Job. These 

conversations are often referred to as “cycles” by commentators and scholars as each person gets to 

speak. Is God in control? Why do we suffer? These questions (and ones like them) are important ones to 

ask. The book of Job forces a believer in the sovereign God of the Bible to consider these things 

rightly—in other words, in light of that sovereign God. 

  

Connection: Besides thematic overlap, which is a constant for the “Wisdom Literature” of the Bible, 

there are two primary connections that need mentioning. Ezekiel the prophet records this statement from 

God: “Son of man, when a land sins against me by acting faithlessly, and I stretch out my hand against it 

and break its supply of bread and send famine upon it, and cut off from it man and beast, even if these 

three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they would deliver but their own lives by their 

righteousness, declares the Lord GOD” (Ezekiel 14:13, 14). Likewise, from James, “Behold, we 

consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you 

have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful” (James 5:11). These 

two direct connections in Scripture reveal the thematic overlap of righteousness, suffering, and God. The 

man Job can be found within the righteous ranks of Noah and Daniel, yet this same man Job found 

himself in need of great steadfastness and compassion and mercy from his God. Alongside these primary 

connections are several others. Among these are Job’s actual direct and indirect quotations of Proverbs 

and Psalms that are laced into many of his responses and dialogue. This is unsurprising considering 

Job’s devout life of worship unto God. Also, there is a direct quote of Job 8:7 in 1 Corinthians 3:19. This 

is important because it shows the counsel of Job’s friends to hold truth worthy of study. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Remember: Sin is not always the cause of suffering, suffering has no meaning outside of a sovereign God, and 
the Sovereign God of the Bible is protector, redeemer, and restorer of his people. 

Solid Rock Verses1:  

 

Introduction: 

• Job 1:1—that man was blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil. 

• Job 1:8—And the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job… 

• Job 1:20, 21—the LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD… 

• Job 2:3—And the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job… 

• Job 2:10—Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil… Job did not sin… 

 

Contents of Speeches2: 

• Suffering because of wickedness: Job 8:20—Behold, God will not reject a blameless man… 

• Job’s rebuttal to wickedness: Job 23:11—My foot has held fast to his steps; I have kept his way… 

 

• Suffering because of lack of service: Job 22:9, 10—You have sent widows away empty… therefore  

snares are all around you… 

• Job’s rebuttal to lack of service: Job 31:16, 22—[If I] have caused the eye of the widow to fail… then  

let my shoulder blade fall from my shoulder… 

 

• Suffering to make you holier: Job 5:17—Behold, blessed is the one whom God reproves; 

    therefore despise not the discipline of the Almighty… 

• Job’s rebuttal to the “refining fire”: Job 16:16, 17—My face is red with weeping, and on my eyelids  

is deep darkness, although there is no violence in my hands, and my prayer is pure. 

 

• Job’s frustration with his dis-comforters: Job 19:25—For I know that my Redeemer lives… 

• Elihu’s prophetic frustration with them all: Job 32:1-5—Then Elihu… burned with anger… at Job 

because he justified himself instead rather than God… at Job’s three friends because they had found 

no answer, although they had declared Job to be wrong… 

 

• God’s acknowledgement of Job: Job 38:1-3—Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind  

and said: “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge… I will question you, and 

you make it known to me… 

 

Conclusion: 

• Job 42:1-6—I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you… 

• Job 42:9—So [they] went and did what the LORD had told them… the LORD accepted Job’s  

prayer... 

• Job 42:10, 17—And the LORD restored the fortunes of Job… And Job died… full of days. 

 

 

                                                           
1 Let the reader take note that these Solid Rock Verses are a mere setup to the myriad truths of God found within the 

42 chapters of the book of Job. In a sense, these Solid Rock Verses set the stage for the book of Job as whole and allow the 

now more-informed reader to profit from the meat of the book, which consists of the conversations between Job and his 

friends. 
2 This “speeches” section leans heavily on a summary study of Job found within a book by William Hendriksen 

called Survey of the Bible: A Treasury of Bible Information. It is presented in a fuller sense there, but for the purposes of this 

handout, it is nice to a “bare bones” layout. 


