
The Book of Ezra 

 

Theme: God preserves, provides, and prepares his people for holiness through the salvation he gives. 

 

Context: The book of Ezra continues the extensive history of God’s people found in the Chronicles. As 

the Chronicles end with a decree from the Persian ruler Cyrus, so, too, does Ezra begin with it. 

Regardless of authorship, this repeat of the integral moment of freedom from exile creates a most natural 

flow of chronology. Similar to the Chronicles, the author of Ezra is not specifically mentioned in the text 

but must have been privy to personal accounts of certain individuals (Ezra himself, for instance), 

governmental letters (Ezra chapters 4, 5, and 6 contain such letters), and other recorded information (like 

the numbers of exiles returning, and so on). This holds true to the book of Nehemiah as well, which is 

combined with Ezra in the Hebrew Bible. Recording pieces of history from ~540-450 BC, the book of 

Ezra spans almost a whole century. With a ~60-year gap of unrecorded history in the middle, the book 

can be split into two parts. The first part covers the initial return of the exiles and the rebuilding of the 

temple (Ezra chapters 1-6). The second part records Ezra the Scribe, his condemnation of the sins of the 

people, and the people’s subsequent conviction and repentance (Ezra chapters 7-10). 

  

Connection: Regarding the book of Ezra’s connection with the rest of Scripture, one can easily begin to 

recognize certain obvious points of contact. The recording of Cyrus’ decree unquestionably connects 

this book with the end of Chronicles (regardless of who authored the inspired books). Alongside this is 

the mentioning of several prophets: Jeremiah (Ezra 1:1), Haggai, and Zechariah (5:1). This connectivity 

of God’s prophets with the history of God’s people allows the active reader to see God’s revelation in 

context. This, of course, leads to obvious connections with certain prophecies of Jeremiah but especially 

to the messages of Haggai and Zechariah. Likewise, the preservation of the Davidic line in Zerubbabel is 

a direct revelation of Jesus Christ through the Davidic covenant. Also, Ezra the scribe seems to carry 

with him the tradition-setting tone of lawyer and scribe which will be found in Jesus’ time (though 

warped in the sin of self-righteousness). Looking backwards, Ezra also holds to the lineage of Aaron 

(the first high priest), which connects this book to the priestly emphases from that time—namely, 

holiness. Lastly, it is worth remembering the book of Ezra is combined with Nehemiah in the Hebrew 

Bible. The connection becomes obvious as one reads them together—particularly in theology, 

chronology, and practicalities (ethics, circumstances, and so on). 

 

Solid Rock Verses:  

 

Ezra 1:1-4 (see Ezra 5:6-17, 6:1-12)—the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia… 

Ezra 3:10-13—The people could not distinguish the sound of joyful shout from the sound of… weeping… 

Ezra 5:1-5—Then Zerubbabel… and Jeshua… began to rebuild the house of God… and the prophets of 

God were with them, supporting them… the eye of their God was on the elders of the Jews… 

Ezra 6:14—They finished their building by decree of the God of Israel… 

Ezra 6:19-22—the returned exiles kept the Passover… and also by everyone who had joined them… 

Ezra 7—[Ezra] was a scribe skilled in the Law of Moses that the LORD, the God of Israel, had given… 

Ezra 7:27—Blessed be the LORD… who put such a thing as this into the heart of the king… 

Ezra 8:21-23—So we fasted and implored our God for this, and he listened to our entreaty. 

Ezra 9—O LORD, the God of Israel, you are just, for we are left a remnant that has escaped, as it is  

today. Behold, we are before you in our guilt, for none can stand before you… 

Ezra 10—We have broken faith with our God… but even now there is hope for Israel in spite of this… 


