
The Book of Judges 

 

Theme: God reveals the need for a God-given salvation apart from any doings of sinful man. 

 

Context: Taking place after Joshua’s death, the book of Judges continues the story of God’s people in 

the semi-conquered land of Canaan. Following a general timeline, the events taking place within the 

Book of Judges fall into the fourteenth-eleventh centuries B.C. At the start of this book, the great 

military leader, Joshua, is now dead, and the next nationally unifying leader, the judge and prophet 

Samuel, will not come for a few hundred years. In between these two men are Spirit-led individuals 

raised up by God in local contexts of need (rather than national). These individuals are referred to as 

judges (hence, the title of this book). The raising up of these Judges falls into a spiritually sad and 

downward spiraling cycle of sinfulness and despair. In a time of in between, when God’s people had the 

opportunity to remain faithful to the covenant they swore in the presence of God and Joshua (Joshua 24), 

they failed miserably. Sinfulness overtook them (culminating ultimately in heinous depravity), 

chastisement followed (typically in the form of Canaanites ruling over them or defeating them in battle). 

But God did not totally forsake them. In their moment of despair, God’s people would cry out to God in 

repentance, which in turn would lead to the raising up of a savior in the form of a judge. This cycle of 

sin, punishment, repentance, and salvation happens over and over in the book of Judges. It is key to 

understanding the seemingly disjointed flow of the text. 

  

Connection: The Book of Judges connects Joshua’s conquest of Canaan to the raising up of Israel’s first 

king, Saul. These dark ages of Israel’s history reveal the sinful depravity of all humankind apart from 

God. This theme of rebellion against God connects Judges to the Pentateuchal books (particularly 

Deuteronomy) that come before it. Like Joshua, Deuteronomy’s exposition of the law and call from God 

to love him with the heart (as opposed to mere intellectual assent or national association) floats just 

under the surface of the text of Judges. Similarly, it sets the stage for a godly and needed king to come, 

as can be seen with that haunting refrain, “In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what 

was right in his own eyes” (Judges 17:6, 18:1, 19:1, 21:25). In a similar fashion to Joshua, the author of 

the book of Hebrews makes mention of several judges’ faith in the eleventh chapter. In that deep 

bleakness of sinful depravity, God was still working in and on behalf of his people. This truth alone 

thematically connects the book of Judges to the rest of the redemptive narrative seen in Scripture. 

 

Solid Rock Verses*: 

 

Judges 1:28—When Israel grew strong… [they] did not drive them out. 

Judges 2:1-5—I will never break covenant with you… But you have not obeyed my voice… 

Judges 2:6-15—And there arose another generation after them who did not know the LORD… 

Judges 2:16-19—Then the LORD raised up judges… 

Judges 6:22-23, 13:22—We have seen God… 

Judges 7:2—The LORD said to Gideon, “The people with you are too many… lest Israel boast… 

Judges 16:22—But the hair of his head began to grow again after it had been shaved… 

Judges 17:6, 18:1, 19:1, 21:25—No king… right in his own eyes… 

Judges 21:17, 24—There must be an inheritance… every man to his inheritance… 

 

*It is in Judges 1-3:5 that the reader can see the cycle of sin, chastisement, repentance, and 

salvation presented. This is key to following the rest of book (see the “Context” section for details). 


