
The Book of 1 Samuel 

 

Theme: God reveals his plan of salvation for his people through the anointed of Israel—culminating in 

the Anointed One to come, Jesus. 

 

Context: Wonderful context can be seen in the different names for this narrative. Found within the 

“Former Prophets” in the Hebrew Bible and the “Books of Kingdoms” (1, 2 Samuel and 1, 2 Kings) in 

the Greek translation, 1 Samuel takes its name in the English translation from the judge and prophet 

Samuel, who can be found in the beginning chapters of the narrative. Each of these mentioned names 

carries informative weight to this book (and the three that follow it). Indeed, God speaks to and through 

Samuel as prophet and judge in Israel, so this narrative is to be included with those books dealing with 

the “former prophets” like Joshua, the Judges, Elijah, and Elisha. Likewise, Samuel is feared and 

beloved by the nation (1 Sam. 4:1; 7:3-17; 16:4-5; 1 Samuel 25:1) and is God’s agent in anointing the 

first two kings of Israel; therefore, “Samuel” as a signifier of the content of the book is only natural (like 

“Joshua” for the Book of Joshua). Similarly, the Greek translators’ inclusion of this narrative in the 

“Books of the Kingdoms” is obvious due to its recording of the beginning of the monarchy of Israel. It is 

worth noting that Samuel is not named in the English translation in assumption of Samuel writing these 

narratives in their entirety. In fact, with the recording of not only Samuel’s death in 25:1 but his 

disturbance from death in 28:15, he is necessarily precluded from wholly penning the narratives with his 

namesake. Because there is never strong emphasis in the text of Samuel as author, the unnamed 

compiler(s) of these events neither hinders nor discredits God’s inspiration and his peoples’ trust of the 

text. This book serves as the bridge from one historic era to the next in the lives of God’s people. From 

the disunified era of the Judges to the unified one of the monarchy, God is furthering the redemptive 

plan for his people while at the same time further revealing that same redemptive plan to his people. 

  

Connection: 1 Samuel’s connection to 2 Samuel is vital. They are one continued story! Likewise, 1 and 

2 Samuel continue at a faster pace into 1 and 2 Kings (this is why the Greek translation has these four 

books title “Books of the Kingdoms”). In this sense 1 Samuel is highly connected to the books around it. 

But 1 Samuel also holds connection to other parts of Scripture. Hannah’s song in 1 Samuel 2:1-10 hold 

significant thematic similarities to Mary’s Magnificat in Luke 1:46-56. Jesus himself uses Samuel’s 

words to rebuke Satan in Matthew 4:10 (him only shall you serve). As Jesus teaches a scribe God’s 

greatest commandment (Mark 12:28-34, see v. 33), even the scribe hearkens back to Samuel’s rebuke of 

Saul in 1 Samuel 15:22. In a similar vein, Jesus invokes David’s need (mercy) over ceremony in light of 

the use of the Sabbath becoming an issue for the opponents of Jesus (Matthew 12:1-8; see 1 Samuel 

21:1-6). Likewise, Paul’s testimony of God’s faithfulness to his people in Acts 14:22 directly quotes 1 

Samuel 13:14’s description of David. These are a few direct connections. The thematic connections of 

the monarchy (and David particularly) along with the undergirding connections of geographical 

locations, laws, and customs found in the surrounding books reveal a highly connected narrative within 

the larger revelation of God’s working on behalf of his people. 

 

Solid Rock Verses: (Find these on the back of this handout) 

 

 

 

 

 



Solid Rock Verses: 

 

1 Samuel 1:19, 20—and the LORD remembered her… 

1 Samuel 2:1-10—the LORD will judge the ends of the earth; he will give strength to his king and exalt 

the power of his anointed. 

1 Samuel 3:1-21—Then the LORD called Samuel… and Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him… 

1 Samuel 5:3—Dagon had fallen face downward on the ground before the ark of the LORD… 

1 Samuel 6:2, 20—What shall we do with the ark of the LORD… Who is able to stand before the LORD, 

this holy God? 

1 Samuel 7—and they served the LORD only… Samuel judged [ruled] the people of Israel… Then 

Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen and called its name Ebenezer… 

1 Samuel 8:4-6—Now appoint for us a king to judge us like all the nations… 

1 Samuel 10:1—Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on [Saul’s] head… 

1 Samuel 12:20-25—Do not be afraid; you have done all this evil. Yet do not turn aside from following 

the LORD… For the LORD will not forsake his people… 

1 Samuel 13:13, 14—You have done foolishly. You have not kept the command of the LORD your God… 

now you kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought out a man after his own heart… 

1 Samuel 14:6—It may be that the LORD will work for us, for nothing can hinder the LORD… 

1 Samuel 15:22, 231—Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the 

voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice… Because you have rejected the word of the 

LORD, he has also rejected you from being king. 

1 Samuel 16:7—man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart. 

1 Samuel 16:12—Arise, anoint [David], for this is he… 

1 Samuel 17—who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God… 

The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the beat will deliver me from 

the hand of this Philistine… I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts… the battle is the 

LORD’s... And David took the head of the Philistine and brought it to Jerusalem… 

1 Samuel 18:1-162—Then Jonathan made a covenant with David, because he loved him as his own 

soul… Saul was afraid of David because the LORD was with him but had departed from Saul… 

1 Samuel 20:14-17—If I am still alive, show me the steadfast love of the LORD forever… 

1 Samuel 24:4-7—The LORD forbid that I should do this thing to my lord, the LORD’s anointed, to put 

out my hand against him, seeing he is the LORD’s anointed… 

1 Samuel 25:1—Now Samuel died. And all Israel assembled and mourned for him… 

1 Samuel 25:33—blessed be you, who have kept me this day from bloodguilt and from avenging myself 

with my own hand… 

1 Samuel 26:23, 24—I would not put out my hand against the LORD’s anointed… 

1 Samuel 28:6, 7—And when Saul inquired of the LORD, the LORD did not answer him. Then Saul said 

to his servants, “Seek out for me a woman who is a medium…” 

1 Samuel 31:6—Thus Saul died, and his three sons, and his armor-bearer, and all his men, on the same 

day together. 

                                                           
1 This theme will hold true in the life of Saul until his death.  
2 Notice the opposite reactions of father and son—revealing the heart of both.  


