
The Book of Ruth 

 

Theme: God does not leave his people without a redeemer. 

 

Context: The book of Ruth is a short narrative writing from an anonymous writer. Because of its 

Davidic emphasis in lineage and location, it is assumed to be written after David was established as king 

(around 1000 B.C.). The story itself takes place “when the judges ruled” according to Ruth 1:1, which 

would place it sometime in between 1400-1100 B.C. Zooming in on a single family (and really two 

women), this book follows these seemingly unimportant individuals through the course of trial, travel, 

death, grief, suffering, and redemption. In their time of need, Biblical law laid out by God is used rightly 

to save them. And more than that, these people who seemed very unimportant at first are revealed to be 

the ancestors of royalty, blessed by God, and saved by God. 

  

Connection: This little book leans heavily on the practices laid out in the Law of God in the Pentateuch. 

Ruth gleans in the field of Boaz (Leviticus 19:9, 10; 23:22; Deuteronomy 24:19). Ruth is treated with 

the full legal rights of a sojourner (Leviticus 24:22; Numbers 9:14; 15:14-16). Ruth—for the sake of her 

family’s lineage—gains a kinsman redeemer and keeps her inheritance (Deuteronomy 25:5, 6; Leviticus 

25:23), and this goes through the proper order of redemption and process laid out by law (Leviticus 

25:48, 49; Numbers 27:11; Deuteronomy 25:5-10). Not only this, but Judah’s clan is highlighted, which 

prophecy had dictated to be the tribe from which the Messiah came (Genesis 49:9). In fact, the parents 

of Jesus, Joseph and Mary, traveled to their hometown of Bethlehem—the city of David—because of 

this very lineage. It is no wonder that Matthew mentions Ruth in the genealogy of Jesus Christ in his 

first chapter of his accounting of the Gospel (Matthew 1:5) after such providential working in her life. 

This narrative only further emphasizes God’s sovereignty over his people (regardless of nation, tribe, or 

tongue). 

 

Solid Rock Verses:  

 

Ruth 1:14—but Ruth clung to her. 

Ruth 1:15-18—Your people shall be my people, and your God my God. 

Ruth 2:3—and she happened to come to the part of the field belonging to Boaz… 

Ruth 2:4, 12—The LORD be with you… The LORD bless you… The LORD repay you… 

Ruth 2:17—an ephah of barley… 

Ruth 2:20—The man is a close relative of ours, one of our redeemers. 

Ruth 3:13—as the LORD lives, I will redeem you… 

Ruth 4:10—to perpetuate… that the name of the dead may not be cut off… 

Ruth 4:11-12—May the LORD make… 

Ruth 4:14—Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you this day without a redeemer… 

Ruth 4: 17-22—Boaz fathered Obed, Obed fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered David. 


