
Remember: Regardless of sin, Jonah is a prophet called by God to reveal the Gospel. Keeping this in mind, the 
Gospel is revealed to the sailors (ch. 1), to Jonah (ch. 2), to Nineveh (ch. 3), and to Jonah again (ch. 4). 

The Book of Jonah 

 

Theme: God is in control, God is the author of salvation, and God saves those who are his. 

 

Context: The book of Jonah does not specify who wrote it. Its name comes from the main character, the 

prophet Jonah, the son of Amittai, and it can be dated during the reign of Jeroboam II, which places the 

events of the book in the early part of eight century BC (see 2 Kings 14:23-28). This means Jonah would 

have been prophesying near the same time as Amos, though not in the same place. It is worth 

remembering that the northern kingdom of Israel would have still been intact and prosperous with the 

Assyrian empire not yet beginning its conquest. The contents of the book are to be taken as historical, 

even though the structure is clearly planned. An example of the planned literary structure is the 

parallelism of the events of the book. For instance, take chapter one’s description of pagan sailors 

coming to faith, which is then paralleled and reinforced by chapter three’s description of a major pagan 

city coming to faith through repentance and revival. This serves to reinforce the major themes being 

revealed by God, which include his sovereignty (control) over all things, who salvation is for, and the 

need for humility for those who believe.  

  

Connection: Jonah holds two primary connections with other parts of Scripture as well as two thematic 

ones. In the belly of the fish, Jonah’s prayer is marked by the Psalms. Either through knowledge of the 

Psalms being sung in the temple in Jerusalem, by the Holy Spirit’s supernatural guidance, or some other 

avenue, Jonah’s words are clearly Psalm-saturated. Salvation belongs to the LORD! (Jonah 2:9; Psalm 

3:8). Even as Jonah is praying in the belly of the fish, God in his providence is revealing Jesus Christ’s 

death and resurrection. Jesus himself uses Jonah’s time in the belly of the fish for this purpose (Matthew 

12:39, 40). Moreover, Jesus continues within the narrative of Jonah to reveal the proclamation of the 

Gospel to all people and the need for repentance upon hearing that Good News (Matthew 12:41). This is 

the first thematic connection. Alongside this free offer of the Gospel is God’s sovereignty put on full 

display. Nature (1:4; 4:8), creatures (1:17; 4:7), his people (1:8, 9), salvation (1:16; 3:6-9), and judgment 

(3:10; 4:11) are all under God’s control. From Genesis’ creation narrative to God’s conversation with 

Job regarding his control and power, God’s sovereignty time and again is put on display for his people 

within his Word. In the book of Jonah, it is no less so.  

 

Solid Rock Verses:  

 

Jonah 1:2—Arise, go to Nineveh [pagans!]… 

Jonah 1:7—The lot fell on Jonah… 

Jonah 1:9—I am a Hebrew, I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land… 

Jonah 1:11-16—Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly… 

Jonah 1:17a—And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah… 

Jonah 1:17b—And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights… 

Jonah 2:1-9—Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God… “Salvation belongs to the LORD!” 

Jonah 3:5—And the people of Nineveh believed God… 

Jonah 3:6-10—Let them call out… Who knows? God may turn and relent… God relented… 

Jonah 4:1-3—O LORD, is not this what I said… for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful… 

Jonah 4:6—Now the LORD God appointed a plant and made it come up over Jonah… 

Jonah 4:7—God appointed a worm that attacked the plant… 

Jonah 4:11—Should I not pity Nineveh… 


