
Remember: The Song of Songs is a song (with poetic language) revealing the biblical conception of romantic 
love, which in turn reveals the full and biblical conception of Jesus Christ’s love for his people—the church. 

The Song of Songs 

 

Theme: There is more to (and a reason for) love, marriage, and intimacy—namely, revelation of Jesus 

Christ’s love for his people. 

 

Context [See the context portion of Proverbs for general information regarding Wisdom Literature]: 

The Song of Songs is a book of the Bible found within the Wisdom Literature section of most English 

translations. Most traditionally ascribed to King Solomon’s hand, this is not revealed from the Bible 

itself. The opening verse of the book is not like those found in the Psalms (of David, of Solomon, and so 

on). The emphasis lies on the excellency of the song itself, which is then attributed towards Solomon—

given, taken into his collections, or something similar. Likewise, Solomon is not presented well in the 

two places he is mentioned and is certainly not an ideal candidate to speak of true love between one man 

and one woman considering his many sexual exploits. Keeping these evidences in mind, it seems most 

appropriate to assume an anonymous author in the time of King Solomon’s reign (10th century BC). 

Regarding the song itself, as might be noticed, interpretation is difficult. There is a language barrier 

(love poetry par excellence), a grammar barrier (knowing who is talking and when is not set out in the 

song itself but is deduced from the gender of the words used), and a theological barrier (what is God 

telling his people?). However, allowing God’s Word to speak removes such barriers. The love language 

found within the Song of Songs is just that—love language. This love is between the two main 

characters of the story: a shepherd and shepherdess (both unnamed). There is a third “character,” which 

is a group voice. Lastly, regarding theological interpretation, Jesus’ own words in Luke 24 gives the 

reader of this Song of Songs a good starting point: it’s about Jesus. To sum, the Song of Songs is 

certainly a love song focusing on a man and a woman, and the Song of Songs is certainly a song 

revealing the Gospel of Jesus Christ in its content. Both are happening simultaneously. 

  

Connection: As with the other Wisdom Literature books of the Bible, the Song of Songs carries more 

thematic connection to the rest of Scripture as opposed to direct citations. Within the lines of love song 

poetry, there can be found geographical connections (for instance, references to Tirzah and Jerusalem in 

6:4). However, thematically, there is solid connections surrounding love, marriage, and appropriate 

sexual interaction with other passages of Scripture dealing with the very same thing. It becomes most 

natural to have one’s mind drawn to certain parts of the Proverbs, for instance (Proverbs 5:15-19, 31:10-

31, and so on). Definitions and descriptions of marriage from places like Genesis 2, Ephesians 5, 

Matthew 5 and 19, and Revelation 21:2 all become informers to this most beautiful of songs. It’s in light 

of these God-given realities about Jesus Christ’s redemption of his people that the God-given realities of 

appropriate living (in the area of romance, marriage, and sexual intimacy) become applicable to God’s 

people. 
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Solid Rock Verses1:  

 

• Song of Songs 8:6, 7, What kind of love is this?—Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon 

your arm, for love is strength as death, jealousy fierce as the grave. Its flashes are flashes of fire, the 

very flame of the LORD. Many waters cannot quench love, neither floods drown it. If a man offered 

for love all the wealth of his house, he would be utterly destroyed. 

 

• Song of Songs 2:7; 3:5; 8:4, When is intimacy appropriate?—I adjure you, O daughters of 

Jerusalem, by the gazelles or the does of the field, that you not stir up or awaken love until it 

pleases. 

• Song of Songs 5:8, When is intimacy appropriate (follow up)?—I adjure you, O daughters of 

Jerusalem, if you find my beloved, that you tell him I am sick with love. 

 

• Song of Songs 1:1-2:7, Part 1—Enter Love 

o Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth! (1:2) 

o I compare you, my love, to a mare among Pharaoh’s chariots… (1:9) 

• Song of Songs 2:8-3:5, Part 2—Love Is In The Air 

o My beloved is mine and I am his… (2:16) 

• Song of Songs 3:6-5:1, Part 3—Love Choosing2 

o The (false) love of Solomon (3:6-11) 

o The (true) love of her beloved (4:16) 

o The consummation of true love (5:1) 

• Song of Songs 5:2-6:3, Part 4—Love On The Rocks 

o I slept, but my heart was awake. A sound! My beloved is knocking. Open to me, my sister, my 

love, my perfect one, for my head is wet with dew, my locks with the drops of the night [BUT] 

I had put off my garment; how could I put it on? I had bathed my feet; how could I soil them? 

(5:1-3) 

o I opened to my beloved, but my beloved had turned and gone. My soul failed me… (5:6) 

o This is my beloved and this is my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem. (5:16) 

• Song of Songs 6:4-8:4, Part 5—Love Not On The Rocks 

o You are beautiful as Tirzah, my love, lovely as Jerusalem… Turn away your eyes from me, 

for they overwhelm me… (6:4, 5) 

o Come, my beloved, let us go out into the fields… There I will give you my love… (7:11, 12) 

• Song of Songs 8:5-14, Part 6—The Right Choice 

o Triumphant love displayed (8:5-7) 

o Advice asked for (8:8, 9) 

o The (false) love of Solomon advised against (8:10-12) 

o The (true) love between her and her beloved displayed (8:13, 14) 

                                                           
1As with some of the other books of the Bible, it will be most helpful for the reader to see not only certain verses 

but sections, key transitions, and so on. Find them herein. 
2This section holds debt to Sinclair Ferguson, the former minister of First Presbyterian Columbia. Though the night 

he preached is unknown to the author of this work, there is a certainty of “piggybacking” on Dr. Ferguson’s interpretations.  


