
The Gospel of Matthew 

 

Theme: Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of that which is promised in the Old Testament (namely, the 

salvation of God’s people), and God’s people are not limited to Jews but to all those who would believe. 

 

Context: History attests that the Gospel of Matthew was written by the tax collector turned apostle 

Matthew. This is the man Jesus called in Matthew 9:9, as it is written, “As Jesus passed on from there, 

he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ And he rose and 

followed him.” By both historical precedent and modern scholarship, the Gospel of Matthew is usually 

placed in the 50s or 60s A.D. There are some conservative scholars who would argue for an even earlier 

date of completion and dissemination. Regardless, Matthew wants his readers to see Jesus Christ 

fulfilling the salvation prophecies of the Old Testament. He is king David’s son (Matt. 1:1) and a light to 

the Gentiles (Matt. 4:12-17) at the same time. Salvation has come for all who would believe in Jesus. 

 

Connection: The Gospel of Matthew holds a unique connection with the rest of Scripture. Regardless of 

the date one holds for its completion and dissemination, its placement as the first book of the New 

Testament is intentional and providential. Upon reading the Gospel of Matthew, it is obvious that the 

Old Testament is very important to the author. From genealogy to prophecy fulfillment formulas to 

unique Hebrew language, Matthew is an Old Testament writer living in New Testament times. 

Alongside of this Old Testament connection is the close relation of this book to two other Gospels 

(Mark and Luke). These three books of the Bible were written on similar events—the ministry and death 

of Jesus Christ. They hold similarities because these Gospel accounts were either written by 

eyewitnesses (like Matthew) or compiled via eyewitness accounts (as is the case for Mark and Luke). It 

is in the unique nuances of each book that one can begin to see why God the Holy Spirit moved as He 

did in preserving four accounts of the same time period. 

 

Solid Rock Verses*:  

Matthew 1:1—The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 

Matthew 2:1—behold, magi from the east came to Jerusalem… 

Matthew 5:2-11—And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: “Blessed… 

Matthew 6:9-13—Pray then like this: Our Father in heaven… 

Matthew 10:1—And he called to him his twelve disciples… 

Matthew 11:25-30—Come to me, all who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest… 

Matthew 13:10-16—“’Why do you speak to them in parables?’ And [Jesus] answered them… 

Matthew 16:15-19—But who do you say I am?  

Matthew 18:15-20—If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him… 

Matthew 22:34-40—Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law? 

Matthew 24—Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming… 

Matthew 26:26-29—Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread… And he took a cup… 

Matthew 27:11-55—And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit… 

Matthew 28:1-9—He is not here, for he has risen… 

Matthew 28:16-20—Go therefore and make disciples of all nations… 

 

*Let the reader note that due to this book’s particular focus on Jesus Christ throughout, the solid rock 

verses portray important events within the book itself—key events, institution of Christian practices, etc. 


