
The Books of 1&2 Kings 

 

Theme: God—in total control—preserves his people with grace and mercy despite sin’s presence and 

repercussions (in this case, destruction of the physical kingdom and exile of the people). 

 

Context: The books of 1 and 2 Kings continues the history of the Kingdom of God. Flowing from the 

united monarchy of Saul, David, and Solomon, the kingdom is then sinfully divided due to a myriad of 

sins on both sides. With Israel in the north and Judah in the south, 1 and 2 Kings records the Davidic 

line in the southern kingdom of Judah as well as the rebellious and extremely sinful line of kings in the 

northern kingdom of Israel. In 722 BC, Israel is judged by God and utterly destroyed at the hands of the 

Assyrian empire under the leadership of Shalmenessar V. The southern kingdom of Judah falls to 

Babylon ~120 years later in 587—which is when the exile of all of God’s people begins. Because the 

author of 1 and 2 Kings is aware of events taking place through the exile of the Judean Kingdom, the 

date of compilation is at least in the mid-500s BC or later. Because of this, the informed reader must 

realize that this history is preserved in order to reveal God’s sovereignty over and against any other 

force controlling the events taking place. If it is God who is in control, then this history will continue, 

for God promises to punish sin while at the same time promising to preserve his people forever. There is 

hope even in the “valley of the shadow of death” for God’s people, for their God is with them still—

even in exile. 

 

Connection: 1 and 2 Kings carries several noteworthy connections with the rest of Scripture. First, these 

two books in our English Bible carry heavy Deuteronomistic influence. From David’s words to his son 

Solomon in the beginning of the narratives (1 Kings 2) to the finding of the Law at the end (2 Kings 22), 

Deuteronomy heavily influences the narratives in revealing the right ways of God and the wrong ways 

of sin (and the blessings and curses attached to each). Second, 1 and 2 Kings bears great similarity of 

content to the English Bible’s 1 and 2 Chronicles. Because of the shared content, the connection is 

obvious. Third, 1 and 2 Kings hold several familiar narratives and passages that connect with other parts 

of the Bible. A few examples include Elijah revealing John as the forerunner of Jesus Christ (Matthew 

11:14) and the one taking Elijah’s place, Elisha, revealing Jesus Christ himself. A healing ministry like 

Elisha’s won’t be seen again until Jesus Christ begins his earthly ministry (with Elisha’s healing 

miracles resembling Jesus’ enough to warrant foreshadowing). Likewise, Solomon’s building of the 

temple recalls the Pentateuchal history of God dwelling with his people. Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 

and Deuteronomy are all necessarily invoked as God’s presence descends into the completed temple 

where sacrifices were to be carried out by the Levites under the High Priest.  

 

Solid Rock Verses:  

 

1 Kings 1:29, 30—As LORD lives… as I swore to you by the LORD… “Solomon your son shall reign… 

1 Kings 2:1-4—I am about to go the way of all the earth… keep the charge of the LORD… that the

 LORD may establish… 

1 Kings 2:46—So the kingdom was established in the hand of Solomon. 

1 Kings 3:1-15—At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon… and God said, “Ask what I shall give 

you…” “Give your servant therefore an understanding mind…” It pleased the Lord… 

1 Kings chapters 5-6—In the fourth year the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid… And in the 

eleventh year… the house was finished in all its parts… 

1 Kings 8: 10, 11—the glory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD. 



1 Kings 8:20-21—Now the LORD has fulfilled his promise that he made… 

1 Kings 8:22-61—Not one word has failed of all his good promise… 

1 Kings 9:3—I have heard your prayer and your plea… my eyes and my heart will be there for all time. 

1 Kings 11:6 (and repercussions in the following vv.)—So Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the 

LORD and did not wholly follow the LORD… 

1 Kings 12:19, 20—So Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to this day… 

1 Kings 12:28—So [Jeroboam] took counsel and made two calves of Gold… 

1 Kings 13:7-32 (God’s sovereignty)—It is the man of God who disobeyed the word of the LORD… 

1 Kings 17-2 Kings 10, 13:14-24—NORTHERN PROPHETIC NARRATIVE 

 1 Kgs. 17:8-24—Provision of food and life is given for a Gentile woman. 

 1 Kgs. 18—The LORD is the one true God and in control. 

 1 Kgs. 19:1-18—The LORD is the provider and sustainer of his people. 

 1 Kgs. 19:19-21—Elisha is chosen to follow Elijah. 

 1 Kgs. 20—An interlude: Elijah is not alone (see 1 Kgs. 19). 

 1 Kgs. chapters 21, 22—The LORD judges his enemies. 

 2 Kgs. 1—The LORD is the one true God and in control. 

 2 Kgs. 2—Elisha succeeds Elijah as prophet of LORD as Elijah is taken into heaven. 

 2 Kgs. 3—The LORD is the provider and sustainer of his people. 

 2 Kgs. 4:1-7—The LORD provides (miracle: multiplied oil). 

 2 Kgs. 4:8-37—The LORD provides and sustains (miracle: fertility and resurrection). 

 2 Kgs. 4:38-44—The LORD protects (miracle: cleansed poisoning). 

 2 Kgs. 5—The LORD heals (miracle: cleansed leprosy). 

 2 Kgs. 6:1-7—The LORD provides and reveals (miracle: axe head floats). 

 2 Kgs. 6:8-7:20—The LORD is all-powerful (miracle: heavenly host, blindness, and fear). 

 2 Kgs. 8:1-6—The LORD provides and restores (Shunammite woman’s land given back to her). 

 2 Kgs. 8:7-15—The LORD judges righteously (foreign rulers put in place to judge Israel). 

 2 Kgs. 8:16-29—An interlude: Judean kings caught up to the current recorded time. 

 2 Kgs. chapters 9, 10—The LORD judges righteously (domestic rulers put in place to judge 

Israel) 

 2 Kgs. 13:14-24—The LORD keeps his promises of preservation and judgement. 

2 Kings 17:6, 7—In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured Samaria… and this occurred 

because the people of Israel had sinned against the LORD their God…  

2 Kings 17—They do not fear the LORD, and they do not follow the statutes… 

2 Kings 18—[Hezekiah] trusted in the LORD, the God of Israel, so that there was none like him among 

all the kings of Judah after him, nor among those who were before him. 

2 Kings 19—O Lord our God, save us… and that night the angel of the LORD went out and struck down 

185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians… 

2 Kings 20:14-16—Behold, the days are coming, when all that is in your house… shall be carried to 

Babylon… 

2 Kings 22—I have found the Book of the Law… for great is the wrath of the LORD… because our 

 fathers have not obeyed the words of this book… thus says the LORD, Behold, I will bring 

disaster upon this place and upon its inhabitants, all the words of the book that the king of Judah 

has read. 

2 Kings 25:1-26—So Judah was taken into exile out of its land. 

2 Kings 25:29, 30 (see 24:8-17)—So Jehoiachin put off his prison garments… he dined regularly at the 

king’s table… 


