
The Books of 1&2 Chronicles 

 

Theme: God shall rule forever through the throne of David and reveal himself in times of prosperity, 

sin, judgment, and redemption (seen clearly in the exile and return of God’s people) 

 

Context (see 1&2 Kings): 1&2 Chronicles finds its English name from Martin Luther of the 

Reformation, who popularized the Chronicles name. Other names this text goes by includes “The events 

of the years” and “The Things Omitted,” with each of the names associated with the text seeking to 

identify what the Chronicles are actually doing—recording a lengthy history of God’s people and the 

events therein. In all likelihood, 1&2 Chronicles were the last books to be written in the canon of the 

Old Testament. Because of the mention of Persian era rule in the final sections of the Chronicles, which 

happened near 539 BC, the likely date of compilation can be placed sometime around 520 BC or after. 

Contextually, with this in mind, one can begin to recognize certain emphases of the text. The genealogy 

in the first nine chapters carries great importance (God’s people’s preservation throughout the ages of 

good and hard times). Along with this preservation emphasis is a deemphasis on the sins of the Judean 

kings (for instance, David’s sin with Bathsheba and Solomon’s many concubines, wives, and apostasy 

find little to no ink in the Chronicles). Likewise, there is total omission of the northern rebellious 

kingdom. The compiler of the Chronicles emphases lay elsewhere; thus, little to no room is given to 

such things (compare 1&2 Kings on these events). One of these emphases was a recording of the 

preservation of the Davidic (Messianic) line blessed by God. Likewise, another emphasis was revealing 

God’s presence through the temple (seen in detail in the large chunk of 1 Chronicles chapters 22-29). At 

the very least, recognizing when this text was compiled (post exile and before or during reestablishment) 

helps the reader to understand the need to see God’s preserving hand at work on behalf of his people. 

  

Connection (see 1&2 Kings): 1&2 Chronicles are intimately connected to 1&2 Kings. In some regards, 

the text runs either identically or similarly. However, there are very obvious places where the 

compiler(s) of the Chronicles add additional information, reveal different details of a specific story, and 

omit large swaths of recorded material found in the Kings. It is in these additions, alterations, and 

omissions that the emphases of the text can be seen. The text of 1&2 Samuel and 1&2 Kings is integral 

to the Chronicles, yet this is a new retelling at a different time done through omissions, additions, and 

alterations, which then show the text’s emphases of Davidic covenant, God’s Temple, and punishment 

of sins. Biblical history is being retold (in a faithful and absolutely true way) with specific emphases 

prioritized for specific needs of God’s people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Solid Rock Verses*:  

 

1 Chronicles chapters 1-9—God’s people listed (don’t overlook!) 

1 Chronicles 10—King Saul’s death 

1 Chronicles 10:13, 14 (compare 1 Samuel 31’s lack of explanation)—So Saul died for his 

breach of faith. He broke faith with the LORD… 

1 Chronicles chapters 11-29—David’s reign (see 2 Samuel 2-1 Kings 2) 

1 Chronicles 21:1 (compare 2 Samuel 24’s lack of explanation)—Then Satan stood against 

Israel and incited David to number Israel. 

2 Chronicles 1-9—Solomon’s reign (see 1 Kings 2-11) 

2 Chronicles  7:12-22** (The dedication of the temple)—For now I have chosen and 

consecrated this house that my name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will be there 

for all time… 

2 Chronicles 10—The division of the Kingdom (see 1 Kings 12) 

2 Chronicles 11-36—The history of Judah including the exile and decree of Cyrus allowing their return 

(see 1 Kings 13-2 Kings 25) 

2 Chronicles 33:12-16 (see 2 Kings 21:10-16’s lack of emphasis on Manasseh’s repentance)—

Then Manasseh knew that the LORD was God… 

 

*What you will find in this section is a little different than usual. Instead of particular passages that 

reveal Jesus Christ most obviously, hold lasting effect for other portions of Scripture, and so on, this 

section will provide the comparable portions of 1&2 Samuel and 1&2 Kings with examples of 

different/specific emphases that enlightens the reader to an even fuller truth of the events being 

recorded. With no contradiction in Scripture, these different and specific emphases of 1 and 2 

Chronicles provide a depth of truth to God’s people we would not have otherwise. It is helpful to read 

correlating passages in the two recorded histories with knowledge of the emphases of each. A fulness of 

the history of God’s people is born out between comparison of the two. 

 

**This temple dedication, which is also found in 1 Kings 8, is the theological heart of 1 and 2 

Chronicles. God is promising that he will dwell with his people forever while at the same time 

promising repercussion for sins entered into. How can this be? It is these twin truths that reveal the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ (God’s presence forever and God’s punishment of sin) because only in Jesus 

Christ can God’s people have their sin paid for and thus be received as children of God. With no 

repentance (turning away from sins), God would surely cast the people out of his sight for a time, that 

they might come to a fuller understanding of that Gospel of salvation. Both God’s blessing and curse is 

seen in the Chronicles (the exile and the return due to the decree of Cyrus [2 Chronicles 36: 22, 23]).  


